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£30 MILLION FUND TO HELP DESTITUTE 


LONDON Mayor Boris Johnson has 
launched a £30 million emergency rescue 
plan following alarm that the number of 
destitute people sleeping rough in Westmin¬ 
ster has almost doubled in a year. 

The Mayor vowed: “Nobody should have to call the 
street their home”. 

Government statistics have revealed that there were 
265 people sleeping rough in the borough in autumn 
last year, an 89 per centrise on the 140 street sleepers 
in the same period the year before. 

Westminster has now become the nation’s blackspot 
for street sleepers, with five times as many than any¬ 
where else in England. 

Many of those sleeping rough are EU nationals who 
do not qualify to live in Britain after their initial al¬ 
lowed stay of three months. Others are young home¬ 
less Brits, a cause for major concern at the Mayor’s 
Office. 


• By LWN reporter 

GEOFF BAKER 


The figures led to calls from Westminster 
Council for more powers to deal with the 
problem with homeless EU nationals. 

Councillor Rachael Robathan (pictured), 
Westminster Council’s Cabinet member 
for adults and public health, said: “Home 
Office Immigration Enforcement already 
has the power to send home any EU na¬ 
tionals not exercising their EU Treaty 
rights after three months, and the council 
will continue to work with the Home Office 
and Metropolitan Police to ensure that this 
happens. However, the current legislative pow¬ 
ers available do not go far enough.” 

Boris Johnson has sprung to immediate action with 



CELEBRATING COMMONWEALTH DAY 



■ COMMONWEALTh Day was celebrated in Westminster with a special flag raising ceremony 
attended by representatives of the Commonwelath Youth Council, who are pictured with the 
Lord Mayor of Westminster, Cllr Audrey Lewis. 
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Number of people 
sleeping rough 
doubles in a year 


the launch of a £30m fund to help both improve hostel 
services for homeless people and deliver new accom¬ 
modation targeting young adults facing homelessness 
who may not be able to maintain employment or ed¬ 
ucation. 

The funding is now available for boroughs, 
housing providers and voluntary sector or¬ 
ganisations to apply for and the Mayor’s 
Office says that it should help hundreds 
of the capital’s most vulnerable people 
live independently. 

“The funding is set to help deliver new 
hostels and refurbish some of those in 
the poorest conditions,” said the 
Mayor’s Office. 

“Research has shown that early interven¬ 
tions with teenagers facing homelessness re¬ 
sults in them being far less likely to end up on the 
streets in the later life. 

6 More needs to be done to stem the 
flow of people facing homelessness and 
maintain services needed by some of 
our most vulnerable Londoners ^ 

“As such, funding will also be aimed at delivering 
new accommodation for younger people who cannot 
live with their families and help them complete further 
education courses or apprenticeships.” 

The Mayor said: “This new funding is designed to 
help prevent young people from ever sleeping rough 
and to ensure hostels are fully equipped and of a good 
standard for everyone who needs them. 

“Offering young people extra support so they stay 
in education and on the right track is essential. 

“Nobody should have to call the streets their home, 
and while we are proud of the decline in entrenched 
rough sleeping, more needs to be done to stem the 
flow of people facing homelessness and maintain 
services needed by some of our most vulnerable Lon¬ 
doners. “ 

The new fund for London is made up of £15m from 
the Department of Health and £15 million from the 
Greater London Authority and is part of wider central 
government national scheme to tackle homelessness. 

The Mayor already invests around £9 million a year 
on a range of key commissioned services from the 
first Social Impact Bond to the Mayor’s flagship No 
Second Night Out programme, which ensures a rapid 
response and has meant three out of four new rough 
sleepers now spend only one night on the street. 
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Mayor kick-starts National Apprenticeship Week 


Creating 3,500 new apprentices for capital 


THE Mayor of London, Boris John¬ 
son, has kick-started National Ap¬ 
prenticeship Week by confirming 
plans for a £1.8 million scheme that 
will create over 3,500 new apprentice¬ 
ships across the capital. 

The funding is expected to open up opportu¬ 
nities in thousands of London businesses that 
may never have taken on an apprentice before. 

Specialist recruitment and training 
providers are being lined up to partner with 
the Mayor to deliver a programme that will 
target businesses of every shape, size and spe¬ 
cialism. They will be tasked with finding inno¬ 
vative new ways of delivering apprenticeships 
and helping young Londoners looking for ca¬ 
reers ranging from catering and construction 
to manufacturing and marketing, with all the 
support they require to obtain apprenticeships 
within the capital. 

Today the Mayor met apprentices working at 
the New England Seafood factory in Chessing- 
ton, where he tried his hand at “pin-boning” a 
salmon 

The Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, said: 
“We want to extend the fantastic benefits ap- 
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prenticeships offer to 
thousands more busi¬ 
nesses and young peo¬ 
ple across the capital 
and help drive the 
skills and opportuni¬ 
ties Londoners need to 
excel. Our new pro¬ 
gramme will reach out 
to those companies yet 
to dip their toe into the 
rich pool of talent con¬ 
tained in our capital, 
and help maintain Lon¬ 
don’s position as a 
world leader for train¬ 
ing, development and 
expertise.” 

The new scheme is 
the latest in the 
Mayor’s on-going com¬ 
mitment to cultivate 
apprenticeship opportunities in a growing range 
of businesses across the city. This year alone he 
has doubled employer apprenticeship grants to 
enable more small and medium sized businesses 
to take on apprentices, and is funding a network 
of apprentice ambassadors to help promote the 


opportunities in schools 
Around 190,00016-24 year-olds have become a 
London apprentice since 2010. The number of 
young Londoners not in education, employ¬ 
ment or training in London is at its lowest 
since records began and is the lowest of all 
English regions, whilst the latest employment 
rate for 16-24 year olds is the highest since 2007 
London-based New England Seafood has 
taken on 12 apprentices since 2012, five of 
whom have gone on to take up full time posi¬ 
tions at the company. 

Growing in confidence 
Dan Aherne, CEO of New England Seafood 
said: “The food industry offers an amazing 
choice of career opportunities for young peo¬ 
ple, and is often overlooked by school and col¬ 
lege advisors. New England Seafood has taken 
on over 200 people in total in the last 10 years 
and seen a great number rise through the 
ranks. Most rewarding has been to see our ap¬ 
prentices and previously unemployed young 
people join and grow in confidence and take on 
jobs with real responsibility, so we 100% support 
the Mayor’s efforts on this excellent scheme. 

The Mayor's new employer-led programme 
has been devised as a way of tapping into the 
knowledge, expertise and problem-solving abil¬ 
ity of businesses across the private and public 


sectors in order to deliver more apprentice¬ 
ships. Rather than specifying exactly how the 
programme should be delivered, the Mayor’s 
team have asked employers and training 
providers to propose innovative new solutions 
for engaging businesses working within their 
networks or supply chains with a view to en¬ 
couraging more firms to recruit apprentices. 

It is the first time the Mayor’s team have pro¬ 
vided grant funding to organisations to offer a 
top-to tail apprenticeship and business engage¬ 
ment service in London. They will engage busi¬ 
nesses who have not recently taken on 
apprenticeships and support candidates 
through the recruitment process 

The wider GLA family are also creating ap¬ 
prenticeships in support of the Mayor’s target. 
Since April 2009, Transport for London and its 
supply chain have created almost 5,500 appren¬ 
ticeship roles. Crossrail and its contractors also 
pledged to offer 400 apprenticeship roles over 
the lifetime of the major construction project 
and they have reached this target with three 
years to go. All apprentices living in London 
aged 18 or over and in their first year of an ap¬ 
proved course can save 30 percent against the 
price of adult rate Travelcards and Bus & Tram 
Passes with an Apprenticeship Oyster photo¬ 
card which could save them over £600 a year. 
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Flying the flag for the Commonwealth 



■ LORD Mayor of Westminster Cllr Audrey Lewis pictured with the Commonwealth Youth Coun¬ 
cil 



■ LORD Mayor of Westminster Cllr Audrey Lewis pictured with the Commonwealth Choir 


FOLLOWING a highly successful inaugural event 
last year, Westminster City Council joined others 
in the UK and around the globe to raise the Com¬ 
monwealth flag to celebrate Commonwealth Day 
on Monday of last week. 

The unique initiative saw over 650 other Com¬ 
monwealth flags raised in 38 countries in a wide¬ 
spread public expression of commitment to the 
commonwealth, appreciation of the values it stands 
for and opportunities it offers to its citizens. 

Charity teams from Fields of Life, a Northern 
Ireland and Ugandan based charity marked the day 
by taking the Commonwealth Flags to the top of 
the UK’s four highest National Peaks. 

The Lord Mayor of Westminster, Cllr Audrey 
Lewis, raised the flag on the roof of City Hall at 
10am before reading a specially-written Common¬ 
wealth Affirmation. The ceremony was attended 
by representatives from the Commonwealth Youth 
Council, as well as children from Burdett Coutts 
School Primary School in south Westminster. After 
the Commonwealth Affirmation was read, mem¬ 
bers of the Commonwealth Children’s Choir sang 
the Commonwealth Anthem. 

The theme for 2015 is a “Young Common¬ 
wealth” and the Lord Mayor of Westminster was 
joined by members of the Commonwealth Youth 
Council who travelled as far afield as Jamaica and 
Trinidad and Tobago to join the celebrations at 
Westminster City Hall. 

This year’s celebrations caught the imagination 
of thousands of participants around the world, en¬ 
abling people of all ages in their local communities 
to become involved and join with others world¬ 
wide in associating themselves with widespread 
public expression of commitment to the Common¬ 
wealth, appreciation of the values it stands for, and 
opportunities offered to its citizens. 

The flag consists of the Commonwealth symbol 
in gold on a blue field. The symbol centres on 
a globe surrounded by quadrilateral spears which 
form the letter ‘C’. The flag was originally de¬ 


signed in 1976, and modified to its current form in 
2013. It is flown at Marlborough House in London, 
the headquarters of the Commonwealth Secretariat, 
throughout the year. 

Respect for all people 

The Commonwealth is guided by a set of princi¬ 
ples laid out in the Commonwealth Charter, which, 
amongst other declarations, affirms its respect for 
all states and peoples, shared values and principles 
and concern for the vulnerable. 

The Lord Mayor of Westminster, Cllr Audrey 


Lewis, said: “Today is an example of how all of our 
citizens and particularly our young, can join to¬ 
gether to celebrate the opportunity and diversity the 
Commonwealth represents. 

“Westminster is proud to be part of the national 
celebrations and I take great pride in raising the flag 
over London along with our counterparts up and 
down the country in a show of support for the Com¬ 
monwealth’s commitment to inclusion and 
progress.” 


Shock report which highlights 
hate crime against the disabled 


DEPUTY Mayor of London Victoria Bor- 
wick, has published a shock report that 
shames the capital - revealing that more 
than eight in every 10 of London’s disabled 
people have suffered hate crime abuse. 

Victoria Borwick’s damning report of hate crimes 
committed against the disabled reveals that 7,000 dis¬ 
abled people are victims of hate crime in London 
every year - 134 each week. 

Lady Borwick’s “Hidden Hate” report champions 
the safety needs of the capital’s 1.4 million disabled 
and says that incidents of disabled hate crime are mas¬ 
sively under-reported. 

“New specialist research of disabled people in Lon¬ 
don carried out for the report showed that 85% en¬ 
countered abuse,” says Lady Borwick on her 
website.“59% of those failed to report the incident to 
authorities and over half had been unsatisfied with 
how the police had handled the case”. 

Lady Borwick said: “We have to do more to stamp 
out disability hate crime. Too many disabled London¬ 
ers have little faith that their issues will be dealt with 
effectively by our justice system. 

“My report makes clear that the judicial system is 
not working well enough with those with physical and 
learning difficulties. 

“The Met are working hard to improve their service 
for Londoners, but it is clear to me that there is more 
to do. I have provided the Mayor’s Office for Policing 
and Crime with a copy of my report to inform their 
Hate Crime Reduction Strategy and I am confident we 
will begin to see some much-needed progress as a re¬ 
sult.” 

The report says: “Disabled people living in London 
experience abuse regularly. 


LONDON WIDE 

“The results of our survey also suggest that the re¬ 
sponse of the Met to disability hate crime is currently 
inadequate. There is significant under-reporting - dis¬ 
ability hate crime is the least of all reported hate 
crimes. 

“All too often the Metropolitan Police are not 
recording crimes against disabled people as hate 
crimes appropriately. This may be explained by their 
apparent insufficient training on the issue. This con¬ 
tributes to disabled people being put off reporting 
their claim to the police”. 

Lady Borwick’s report says that calculations by the 
disabled people’s organisation Stay Safe East reveal 
that “roughly 7,000 disabled people are victims of 
hate crime each year in London”. 

Hate crime under-reported 

But it adds that according to the Met only 121 dis¬ 
ability hate crimes were recorded in the year to May 
2014. 

“This seemingly-low figure strongly implies that 
disability hate crime is under-reported.” 

The committee interviewed Mrs. Sue Redmond 
from the Kensington and Chelsea based charity, Full 
of Life, who told them the Met lack expertise in ad¬ 
dressing all strands of disability and they are often un¬ 
aware of the complexities regarding the needs of 
some people with learning disabilities. 

The report continues: “Mrs. Redmond cited a recent 
case of a teenager, Abdul-A1 Faisal, who has Down’s 
Syndrome. Mr. Faisal was arrested and held in a po¬ 
lice cell for nine hours for going into his school in 
North London in May 2014 to retrieve his favourite 
sports cap. 


“Mr. Faisal set off the alarm as he attempted to gain 
entry into the premises to retrieve his cap. Officers ar¬ 
rived and arrested him on suspicion of burglary. Mr. 
Faisal was held in custody for nine hours. 

“Mr. Faisal’s mother stated: “Anyone can see my 
son has Down’s Syndrom. He has the mental capacity 
of a ten to twelve -year-old. Because of his condition 
he has a strong attachment to things and that’s why he 
went to school because he just wanted his Chicago 
Bulls hat. That’s his favourite basketball team. I’m ex¬ 
tremely disappointed with the way police handled 
him. I went into the police station and my son was sit¬ 
ting in a cell crying. They had taken his coat and his 
shoes. He was terrified. 

“I explained to the officers he had Down’s Syn¬ 
drome and expected them to release him. But one of¬ 
ficer said that didn’t give him the right to break into 
the school. 

I told him a child with Down’s Syndrome does not 
have the capacity to understand. They had no sympa¬ 
thy.. .They fingerprinted him, photographed him, took 
DNA swabs and he was put on the system. He was 
treated as a criminal. He shouldn’t have been ques¬ 
tioned without us being there. They should have just 
told him not to do it again and taken him home.” 

The report says a spokesman for the Metropolitan 
Police stated that Mr. Faisal was treated as a vulnera¬ 
ble person and that the officers had correctly followed 
guidelines. 

It adds: “The Metropolitan Police should not be de¬ 
taining disabled people in detention cells. They should 
be working with the relevant agencies to establish an 
alternative procedure for holding disabled people 
when an incident occurs”. 


Walk in the Iron 
Duke’s footsteps 
to mark battle 

THIS year is the 200th anniversary of 
the Battle of Waterloo - and now Lon¬ 
doners and visitors can walk in the 
Duke of Wellington’s footsteps on a fas¬ 
cinating walking tour through Westmin¬ 
ster. 

The Iron Duke ensured Napoleon met his Wa¬ 
terloo in the historic battle on June 18th, 1815, a 
victory that made Britain a major world power. 

You can relive those dramatic events, and learn 
about the remarkable people involved, on a walk 
through Georgian London with a City of West¬ 
minster guide. 

The walks will take place every Saturday from 
March 21st to June 20th and are being run by the 
City of Westminster Guide Lecturers Association 
and Waterloo 200, the organisation coordinating 
the commemoration of the battle. 

There will also be a walk on the actual anniver¬ 
sary of the battle, Thursday, June 18th. 

“The walk celebrates the role of the Duke of 
Wellington, the victor over Napoleon at Waterloo, 
not just as a great military commander but also 
his political contribution to Britain in the 1820s 
and 30s,” said Keith Warner, who has devised the 
route. 

The walk begins in Trafalgar Square, under the 
gaze of the other great British hero Admiral Nel¬ 
son and makes its way to Apsley House, Hyde 
Park Corner, the London home of the Duke of 
Wellington. 

Each walk will be led by a qualified Westmin¬ 
ster guide through this historic area of central 
Westminster. At various stops the guide will give a 
commentary about an aspect of the Duke’s life 
and his military campaigns. 

“This walk will be of interest to anybody who 
enjoys the Napoleonic and Regency periods of 
British history and also enjoys walking round this 
heritage area of London,” said Mr Warner. 

Tickets are £10.00 and need to be purchased in 
advance from the Eventbrite website, searching 
under the heading of Battle of Waterloo Com¬ 
memoration walk. hhttps://www.e ventbrite.co.uk/ 


Pimlico exhibition 

THE St James The Less community open day will be 
held on Saturday (March 21st)] on Thorndike Street, 
off Moreton Street, SW1, from 11.0 am to 3.0 pm. 
Events will include a saxophone concert from 1-2, 
children’s games and activities, a Pimlico exhibition, 
home-made cakes, competitions and free refresh¬ 
ments. 
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Three ex-mayors now Aldermen 


WESTMINSTER City Council has be¬ 
stowed one of the highest honours in its gift 
in conferring three former councillors as 
Honorary Aldermen for their outstanding 
service and dedication to the City. 

Mr Alan Bradley, Mr Michael Brahams DL and Dr 
Cyril Nemeth MBE, JP, MA, MRCS, LRCP, MRCGP, 
were all conferred with the title of Honorary Alderman 
at the full council meeting in November and a cere¬ 
mony to mark the conferral took place on Thursday of 
last week. 


By LWN reporter 

“With more than 80 years of service combined, they 
have contributed so much to the work of the council 
through their caring personality, wisdom, knowledge 
and vast experience between them undertaking the 
various roles of Cabinet Member and chairmen of nu¬ 
merous committees as well as having served in the 
highest office of Lord Mayor themselves,” Cllr Au¬ 
drey Lewis, Lord Mayor of Westminster City Council 
said. 

“They have served the council and people of West¬ 



■ THREE former Lord Mayors of We wst minster - Alan Bradley, Michael Brahams and Dr Cyril Nemeth 
- have been installed as Hi onoraryAlderemn of the City of Westminster 
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minster with enormous dedication and the council 
agreed that they each be honoured by the conferring 
of the title of Honorary Alderman.” 

Mr Alan Bradley MA, FIA, who was first elected as 
a Westminster City Councillor in May 1978 and who 
retired in May 2014, served as a councillor for 36 
years. He has represented the Tachbrook ward from 
2002 and prior to that the St George’s ward from 1978 
to 2002. He served as Lord Mayor from 1995-1996 
and chaired almost every committee possible. 

Lord Mayor and Cabinet Member 

Mr Michael Brahams, DL, who was first elected as 
a Westminster City councillor in May 1990 and who 
retired in May 2014 after 24 years service as the rep¬ 
resentative for Bayswater ward. Mr Brahams served 
as Lord Mayor in 2000-2001 and has served as a Cab¬ 
inet Member. 

Dr Cyril Nemeth, who was elected as a City coun¬ 
cillor in May 1986 and retired in May 2014, served as 


a councillor for Abbey Road ward since 2002 and prior 
to that Lord’s ward from 1986 to 2002. He served as 
Lord Mayor in 1992-1993 and has a total of 28 years 
service to Westminster City Council. 

The ceremony to mark the conferral was attended by 
the Lord Mayor, Councillor Audrey Lewis, and the 
Deputy Leader, Councillor Robert Davis. The three 
were presented with with their ceremonial robe and a 
vellum address. 

The Local Government Act 1972 empowers the City 
Council to confer the title of Honorary Alderman on 
persons who have, in the opinion of the council, ren¬ 
dered eminent services to the authority as past mem¬ 
bers of that council, but who are not current 
councillors. An Honorary Alderman may attend and 
take part in such civic ceremonies as the council may 
decide. An Honorary Alderman does not have any 
statutory rights, and cannot sit but can attend council 
or committee meetings. 


New Abbey tower to 
mark the Queen’s 
diamond jubilee 


PERMISSION has been granted by West¬ 
minster City planners to build a new stair 
and lift tower at the east end of Westminster 
Abbey. 

The tower will enable public access for the first time 
to the Abbey’s eastern Triforium, an elevated internal 
gallery, which is to be transformed into a new museum 
and exhibition space, to be called The Queen’s Dia¬ 
mond Jubilee Galleries. This will be the most signifi¬ 
cant addition to the building since Nicholas 
Hawksmoor’s iconic west towers were completed in 
1745. 

The new tower has been designed in sympathy with 
the Gothic style of the Abbey by Ptolemy Dean, the 
Abbey’s Surveyor of the Fabric (Consultant Archi¬ 
tect). It will fit unobtrusively into a courtyard outside 
Poets’ Corner between the Abbey’s 13th-century 
Chapter House and 16th-century Lady Chapel. The 
tower’s design reflects a pattern often found in the 
Abbey: a star shape derived from two rotating squares. 
It will be clad in lead with leaded light windows set 
in metal frames. As well as providing access to the 
Galleries, it will give visitors unrivaled views of the 
Palace of Westminster and into the Abbey church. 

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Galleries will enable 
the public to see selections from the Abbey’s treasures 
and collections, many of which will be displayed for 
the first time. 

Royal funeral effigies, manuscripts, silverware, 
stonework and vestments are amongst the objects ex¬ 
pected to be on show. Treasures will include the Liber 
Regalis, a 14th-century illuminated manuscript setting 
out the blueprint for Coronations and the crimson vel¬ 
vet cope worn by the Dean of Westminster at Charles 
II’s coronation in 1661. The Galleries will also pro¬ 
vide an entirely new perspective on the Abbey’s inte¬ 
rior from 70 feet up - the panorama which runs along 
the whole length of the church, hitherto only seen by 
the public on television, described by John Betjeman 
as ‘the best view in Europe’. 

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Galleries are due to 
open in early 2018. The project is the next phase of 
the Abbey’s development plan, 2020 Vision, which set 
an agenda to improve facilities for the Abbey’s two 
million worshippers and visitors. HM The Queen 
opened the Abbey’s Education Centre in May 2010 
and HRH The Duke of Edinburgh opened the Cellar- 
ium cafe and terrace in October 2012. A new Song 
School for the Abbey’s world-famous Choir will open 
later this year and further visitor facilities are 
planned. 

The cost of the new tower and galleries is £18.9 mil¬ 
lion to be met by fundraising. Close to £11 million has 
been raised so far with generous support from The 


By LWN reporter 


Garfield Weston Foundation, The Linbury Trust, Lord 
Harris of Peckham, The Wolf son Foundation, The 
American Fund for Westminster Abbey, The John Ar- 
mitage Charitable Trust, Goldman Sachs 
Gives/Michael Sherwood, The Hintze Family Chari¬ 
table Trust and Bank of America Merrill Lynch, 
amongst others. 

The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, the Dean of West¬ 
minster, said: “We are delighted that our proposals for 
the new tower and for opening the eastern Triforium 
to the public have the support of Westminster City 
Council reflecting that of our local community and of 
other bodies concerned for the preservation of the 
local and national heritage. This planning approval 
will enable us to approach with confidence the final 
stages of the necessary fund-raising and drive us to¬ 
wards the timely completion and opening of The 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Galleries, the most exciting 
development of the Abbey building for over 250 
years.’ 

Councillor Robert Davis, Deputy Leader of West¬ 
minster City Council and chairman of the planning 
committee, said: “In a city full of spectacular build¬ 
ings, Westminster Abbey stands out not only for its ar¬ 
chitectural merit but for the fundamental role it plays 
in our cultural and civic life. I am certain that this new 
tower, which will give people access to some of the 
Abbey’s previously hidden treasures, will be an attrac¬ 
tive and successful addition to the city’s heritage.’ 


Appeal for chic shop volunteers 

A BARNARDO’S shop known for stocking chic 
designer clothes is appealing for volunteers with 
an eye for style. 

Manager Eduardo Martins offers an upmarket 
range of goods at the children’s charity store, off 
Marylebone High Street, which receives regular 
donations from celebrities including Dame 
Shirley Bassey and Andy Serkis. 

Now Eduardo is promising to pass on his win¬ 
dow dressing and visual merchandising skills to 
volunteers who commit to working one day each 
month. 

“We do get a lot of high quality items as people 
often donate their best goods. We have a whole 
section dedicated to designer clothing. There’s a 
lot you can learn about clothes, bric-a-brac and 
merchandising by volunteering here,” he said. 

To find out about volunteering call 020 8498 
7320 or email retail 
volunteering @ barnar dos .org .uk. 
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Tories select Lady Borwick 
to fight for Rifkind’s seat 


THE fight to be Kensington’s new MP is al¬ 
ready on, eight weeks ahead of the General 
Election, with the new Conservative candi¬ 
date hitting the streets within just 12 hours 
of getting selected. 

Kensington’s new Conservative candidate Victoria 
Borwick is to fight for the seat at the General Election 
by opposing the mansion tax - but so too is the Labour 
candidate. 

Lady Borwick (pictured), who on Friday night won 
the local Tory tussle to replace Sir Malcolm Rifkind as 
the Party’s candidate at the election on May 7th, started 
her campaign immediately on being selected - and she 
says residents can expect to find her knocking on their 
doors this week. 

“I will be on your doorstep from tomorrow,” said 
Lady Borwick, the candidate dubbed “the ultimate 
local” who began her campaign on early Saturday 
morning by getting out among voters at Portobello 
Market. 

“It is a great privilege to be selected to represent the 
Conservatives in Kensington, the place I have called 
home all my life”. 

She added: “I look forward to the campaign ahead, 
it’s an opportunity to fight for Kensington and to stop 
the Labour Party and their pernicious plans for a new 
tax on the family home”. 

However, the election campaign in Kensington could 
become confusing - because the Labour candidate, Dr 
Rod Abouharb, is to fight on the same anti-mansion 
tax ticket too. 

The Kensington Labour group is one of the break¬ 
away groups who are defying the Party line on Shadow 
Chancellor Ed Balls’ proposed mansion tax. 


• By LWN reporter 

GEOFF BAKER 

A senior Labour insider in Kensington told this 
newspaper: “We will be fighting on the anti-mansion 
tax line too. We feel that the tax would not be fair on 
those residents of the royal borough who are prop¬ 
erty-rich but cash-poor. It’s not the Party line and we 
have already been told off because of our stand on 
this.” 

Although Kensington is generally reckoned to be a 
safe Tory seat - Sir Malcolm’s majority at the last 
election was 8,616 - Lady Borwick is leaving nothing 
to chance by starting her election drive immediately, 
not least because her Labour rival’s team have already 
knocked on 30,000 doors in the constituency. 

“Victoria’s a good woman but we are going to fight 
her all the way, this election campaign for the Kens¬ 
ington seat will be the most closely-fought in 
decades,” said the local Labour insider. 

Talks with Boris 

The selection of Lady Borwick as the popular “ac¬ 
tual local” candidate, over Tory Central Office 
favourites Shaun Bailey and Charlotte Vere, now 
makes her the most powerful woman in London. 
Since 2002 she has been a senior member of Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea Borough Council, on which she 
represents the Abingdon ward, and since 2012 she has 
been Boris Johnson’s right-hander in her £99,000 post 
as Deputy Mayor of London. 

Lady Borwick, who has been married to hereditary 
peer Baron Borwick since 1981, is understood to be 
planning talks with Boris Johnson this week to dis¬ 
cuss whether to stand down as Deputy Mayor in order 


to concentrate on her Parliamentary campaign. 

However, a new addition to her Wikipedia page at 
the weekend hinted that she may continue to sit on 
the London Assembly if she is elected to Parliament 
- just like Mayor Johnson, who is in the running to 
become MP for Uxbridge and who has also indicated 
that he will work out his GLA term. 

“It was reported following her selection that she in¬ 
tends to serve out the remaining twelve months of her 
term as an Assembly member if she is elected to Par¬ 
liament” stated the entry which was added to her Wiki 
page, 

Boris Johnson has hailed Lady Borwick as the ideal 
woman politician. She is a member of the GLA’s 
Transport and Police and Crime committees and has 
campaigned against alcohol abuse and fuel poverty 
and for improved dementia and mental health under¬ 
standing, better breast cancer screening and for chil¬ 
dren to combat obesity threats by becoming more 
active. 

She has also recently authored a damning report on 
the capital’s treatment of disabled and is now fighting 
for greater controls on ‘legal high’ drugs. 

“Victoria is a great asset to my team,” said Mayor 
Johnson, “She is a role model for women in politics 
and she has a wonderful empathy that people respond 
to”. 

Lady Borwick says the problem with legal highs 
has now become “a crisis”. She has now steered the 
Mayor to examine way to battle the drugs that have 
caused more than 60 recent deaths in the UK 

“There is simply not enough awareness that these 
substances, far from being safe, have the potential to 
be lethal, either in the short or long term. There is a 


mistaken view that because they are legal, they are 
safe,” said Lady Borwick. 

“As an elected Member on the GLA, I have re¬ 
ceived many letters from Town Halls alerting me to 
the prominence of the problem. Often on a Sunday, 
residents wake to the distressing sight of streets lined 
with needles and other drug-taking paraphernalia. 

“So I recently raised this important issue with my 
fellow Assembly Members and in Mayor’s Question 
Time.I am very pleased that Boris, has agreed that we 
should take this issue very seriously and I welcome 
his co-operation towards defeating this new plague 
of our times.” 

Lady Borwick’s selection has been welcomed by 
Kensington Conservatives on their local blogs. 

One resident posted: “Our soon-to-be ex-Cllr Bor¬ 
wick will be a great representative for Kensington in 
Westminster. A very different future is in front of us.” 

Another wrote: “For Conservative Associations up 
and down the United Kingdom this selection is a case 
study of localism and how to shake the centralist ten¬ 
dencies of Conservative HQ. Kensington now has 
‘the ultimate local’ as its next Member of Parliament. 
This is a wake up call for Central Office.” 

Following Lady Borwick’s immediate campaigning 
on Saturday, another blogger wrote: “Earlier today, 
in a move that augurs well for the future, a well-rested 
and cheerful Ms Borwick engaged locals in a charm 
offensive in Portortobello Market. Surrounded by a 
motley crew of blue balloon waving supporters and 
escorted by a very slightly nervous RBKC Leader, 
she was in her element. A great and welcome change 
in style from that of her aloof predecessor. Overall a 
jolly good show.” 



■ THE Mayor of the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, Cllr Maighread Condon- 
Simmonds led the ceremony to raise the Commonwealth Flag at Kensington Town Hall. 

Pictured witnessing the ceremony are: Deputy Mayor of London, Cllr Victoria Borwick; 
Cllr Gerald Hargreaves; Mr Lyn Hopkins, Chairman of the Victoria League for Common¬ 
wealth Friendship and member of the Council of Commonwealth Societies; the Royal 
Borough's Representative, Deputy Lieutenant, Lady Arnold; Cllr Will Pascal, Macebearer, 
David Rush,;and the Deputy Leader Councillor Rock Fielding-Mellen. 



Bloomsbury 



Specialist Solicitors 


Call Us For A Free Consultation 


Litigation 


IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS: 

Immigration Criminal Defence 


Conveyancing 


Intellectual Property Property Litigation 


Employment Law Medical Negligence 


Tax Advice & Planning 


Family Law Personal Injury Wills, Probate & Trusts 

17 Manchester Street 
Mayfair 

London WiU 4DJ 

Tel: 0207 998 7777 
www.bloomsbury-law.com 
































6 London Weekly News 


editorial @ londonweeklyne ws .co .uk 


Thursday, March 19th 2015 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


Mayor's recognition for service to others 


Five local heroes are recognised for the 
difference they make to the lives of others 


F IVE local heroes 
were lauded and ap¬ 
plauded in Kensing¬ 
ton Town Hall last week as 
their community work was 
recognised and they re¬ 
ceived the prestigious 
Mayor’s Award. 

The ceremony provides an op¬ 
portunity for the council to ac¬ 
knowledge the contribution that 
local people make through their 
work that enhances the lives of 
others and makes the borough a 
better place. 

Making the presentations, the 
Royal Borough’s Mayor, Cllr 
Maighread Condon-Simmonds, 
said: “These awards are our way 
of saying ‘thank you’ publicly 
for all that you have done for the 


community. Your work is invalu¬ 
able and we are very grateful for 
the time and energy that you 
spend on it. You add significantly 
to the quality of life of those that 
you encounter.” 

Receiving the Mayor’s Awards 
for services to the community 
were: Theresa Ayeche for her 
work as activities coordinator in 
the Margaret Thatcher Infirmary 
at the Royal Hospital Chelsea; 
Toby Brown for his work in the 
Earl's Court area as a trustee of 
the Earl's Court Community 
Trust and the Earl's Courtiers; 
Anne Chorley for her work as 
scheme organiser of the Brighter 
Kensington and Chelsea scheme; 
Kenneth Draper for his work 
volunteering at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum; and Brian 


Spiers for his work as a musician 
and music teacher at Chelsea 
Community Hospital School. 

If you know of anyone who has 
given their services, paid or un¬ 
paid, for the benefit of others, the 
council would like to know. 

Nominations will be sought in 
the autumn for the 2016 awards, 
which will be presented next 
March. The people nominated do 
not have to live in the Royal Bor¬ 
ough of Kensington and Chelsea. 
It may be that they work there, 
go into the borough to do volun¬ 
tary work, or have lived there in 
the past, but continue to make a 
contribution to borough. 

For information on how to get 
an application form for next 
year’s awards call the Mayor's 
Office 020 7361 2431. 



❖ 

r ba 

Ascot 

THE PRINCE’S COUNTRYSIDE 
FUND RACEDAY 


Sunday 29 th March 2015 



ANNE CHORLEY 


A NNE Chorley recently stood down as 
scheme organiser for the Brighter Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea scheme after 11 years of 
service. 

During those years she has organised the activ¬ 
ities of the scheme to great effect. Although a 
main focus of the scheme is its annual summer 
flower competition, which covers the whole Bor¬ 
ough the organisation continues throughout the 
year. It brings in competitors in private, commu¬ 
nity and commercial categories. 

All this requires close attention to detail and a 
great deal of time and effort from the scheme or¬ 
ganiser which Anne has given unstintingly over 
the years. In addition to her work with the 
Brighter Kensington and Chelsea scheme Anne 
has served as chairman of Stanley Gardens South 
Garden Committee and has been a member of 
the committee of the Ladbroke Association for 
many years. 

Anne Chorley is described by one of her sup¬ 
porters as being the force, the energy and the vi¬ 
sion for the Brighter Kensington and Chelsea 
scheme. She has bought in not just some of the 
most respected judges in the country, but 
opened up the scheme to include estates, pri¬ 
vate gardens (grand and tiny), window boxes, 
community gardens, front gardens, neglected 
areas, municipal parks, pubs, social housing, 
schools and churches. 

The scheme is not led by the council but by res¬ 
idents and volunteers and that is perhaps the se¬ 
cret of its longevity. 

Anne is described as a "highly organised, deter¬ 
mined, community spirited and generous person 
for whom excellence, integrity and inclusiveness 
are driving principals." 

The Brighter Kensington and Chelsea scheme 
brings great joy to every entrant regardless of 
whether or not they win and the results of so 
many entries are enjoyed by many more people 
than just those involved in the scheme. The 
scheme committee is hugely grateful that Anne's 
involvement will continue albeit in the much re¬ 
duced role of secretary. 

For her services to the community in the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea and particu¬ 
larly for her work as Scheme Organiser of the 
Brighter Kensington and Chelsea scheme, Anne 
Chorley receives a Mayor's Award. 


KENNETH DRAPER 


K EN Draper is not only a member of the 
Front of House Volunteer team at the Victo¬ 
ria and Albert Museum, but is also a tour 
guide and a membership desk volunteer. His per¬ 
sonal charm, vast knowledge of the museum and 
willingness to go beyond the call of duty have 
made him not only a favourite of visitors, but also 
a very much loved figure amongst his fellow vol¬ 
unteers and staff at the V&A. 

Ken is always ready to cover for tour guides or 
desk volunteers when they are unable to honour 
their shifts and this reliability has made Ken cru¬ 
cial to the team and to the operations of the mu¬ 
seum. 

During his nine years as a volunteer, Ken has 
studied and researched the museum and 
achieved great knowledge of its buildings, ob¬ 
jects and history. Drawing on both his architec¬ 
tural expertise and his amazing knowledge of the 
museum Ken prepared a series of diagrams when 
leading a members'events with an architectural 
theme. The diagrams are so detailed and explain 
the history of the buildings layout so well that 
even the Museum's health and safety team and 
the local fire brigade now use them to better un¬ 
derstand the building. 

Ken's positive and pro-active attitude means 
that on top of these volunteer roles he is also in¬ 
volved with many other departments of the mu¬ 
seum. His contribution to the museum and 
South Kensington are described as endless. He 
inspires and motivates visitors and colleagues 
alike and is a true ambassador for the museum. 


TOBY BROWN 


I N a part of the Borough that has many local 
activists who have built a flourishing commu¬ 
nity, Toby Brown stands out. 

He serves as a Trustee of the Earls Court Com¬ 
munity Trust and in that capacity he has taken 
the lead in organising (and often personally 
funding) events which bring together the di¬ 
verse community of Earls Court. 

Not only do large numbers of local people at¬ 
tend the events, but Toby also mobilises a large 
army of local volunteers to run them. Over the 
years he has organised jazz in Barkston Gardens, 
performances of Shakespeare's plays in Earls 
Court Square and Barkston Gardens and a pro¬ 
duction of Under Milkwood in St. Cuthbert's 
Church. These performances not only bring 
much enjoyment to the audiences, but also raise 
much-needed funds for local causes. 

As well as organising events himself, Toby is 
also willing to help others to organise their 
events. A supporter of this nomination com¬ 
ments that it is impossible to estimate the 
amount of time and energy which Toby dedi¬ 
cates to enthuse and draw people together. He 
brings enjoyment and a great sense of commu¬ 
nity to the many people in Earls Court. He is de¬ 
scribed as a person who has the most 
enthusiastic and warm personality. 

Another supporter has commented that Toby 
Brown works tirelessly in support of the commu¬ 
nity of Earls Court. He uses his energy and ex¬ 
pertise to encourage all aspects of community 
life. His particular skill is in creating good com¬ 
munity theatre through his works with the Earl's 
Courtiers. However, he has supported many 
other community initiatives. Toby is described 
by his supporters as a kind, hard working, inno- 



Ken's charm and extensive knowledge shone 
through in March 2014 when he was introduced 
to the V&A's Twitter followers taking in a few of his 
favourite objects he shared many of his museum 
memories and won a new fan base. 

For his services to the community in the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea and particu¬ 
larly for his work volunteering at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, Ken Draper receives a Mayor's 
Award. 



vative and happy person, ready to help others at 
all times. He always shows a great deal of com¬ 
passion and understanding of the needs of differ¬ 
ent groups and individuals in the community. 

For his services to the community in the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea and partic¬ 
ularly for his work in the Earls Court area as a 
Trustee of the Earls Court Community Trust and 
the Earl's Courtiers,Toby Brown receives a Mayor's 
Award. 
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I THERESA AYECHE pictured with family and friends at the presentatioin ceremony 


T HERESA Ayeche has 
worked in the Margaret 
Thatcher Infirmary at the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea for 25 
years. 

She joined as a care assistant, 
but her engaging manner soon 
earned her the title "unofficial 
Activities Coordinator" That 
role was formalised in 2009 on 
the opening of the new Infir¬ 
mary building with a purpose 
built Activity Room. Theresa 
tookthat empty shell of a room 
and created a space that is now 
the heart and the hub of the in¬ 
firmary. 

She organises a wide range of 
activities as well as numerous 
outings and social events. She 
has even been known to do an 
Irish jig to entertain the In-Pen- 
sioners. She is held in the high¬ 
est regard by pensioners, staff 
and volunteers alike and al¬ 
ways spends her lunch break in 


THERESA AYECHE 


the Activity Room where many 
of them join her for a chat. 

Theresa has built and main¬ 
tained relationships with other 
community groups, including 
Christ Church Primary School, 
St. Wilfred's Residential Home 
and New Horizons. Her reper¬ 
toire and natural ability to lead 
and inspire pensioners is 
matched by her continued de¬ 
sire to learn. Her studies have 
led to new skills and qualifica¬ 
tions which she puts to good 
use in her work. 

One of the supporters of this 
nomination said that Theresa's 
caring nature and jolly spirit in¬ 
spires the pensioners to get in¬ 
volved. The activity room 
comes to life thanks to all her 
hard work and dedication. The 
supporter went on to say that 


"There are not enough words 
to express how the pensioners 
have come to love her for what 
she does for them." 

One of the Chelsea Pension¬ 
ers has written that Theresa al¬ 
ways puts the Pensioners first 
and nothing seems to be too 
much trouble. Another has 
commented that her exuber¬ 
ance, energy, and charm is a 
joy to behold. Whenever she is 
away, someone will always 
comment that "it's just not the 
same without her". She has 
touched the lives of so many 
Chelsea Pensioners over the 
last quarter of a century. 

For her services to the com¬ 
munity in the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea and 
particularly for her work as Ac¬ 
tivities Coordinator in the Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher Infirmary at the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea,Theresa 
Ayeche receives a Mayor's 
Award. 


BRIAN SPIERS 


B RIAN Spiers is a musician and music 
teacher at the Chelsea Community Hospi¬ 
tal School, where he has worked since the 
school's inception in 1989. 

He works at all the school's sites in the Borough; 
at Chelsea and Westminster, at the Royal Bromp- 
ton and at the Collingham Child and Family Cen¬ 
tre. He works tirelessly with children with severe 
disabilities and physical and mental health prob¬ 
lems. He has also worked on a programme link¬ 
ing the elderly with the children at the hospital 
school. The school's Principal commented on 
how rewarding it was to see the joy on the faces 
of both young and old and the age barrier disap¬ 
pear in an instant. Brian has a brilliant knack of 
being able to engage anybody that he comes 
into contact with. He is very sensitive, generous 
with his time and has a calm approach to work¬ 
ing with children and adults of all ages and abil¬ 
ities. It is recognised that Brian will always go the 
extra mile for the school and will offer his services 
freely, quietly and without asking for extra re¬ 
ward. Brian is always the first to volunteer when 
there are extra curricula duties to be done. 

Brian has bought much pleasure and happiness 
to the children and their parents alike over the 
years and he can often be seen and heard won¬ 
dering round the wards with his guitar, humming 
and singing songs and bringing joy to all those 
in his wake. 

A supporter of this nomination has said that 
Brian has the amazing ability to touch the souls 
of the most difficult and complex children and it 
is heartening to see him working with the very 
sick, playing and composing songs and music 
with them. Another supporter has said that Brian 
is a constant presence, providing powerful and 
gentle support, engaging pupils in the joy of 
singing. There is an almost instant transforma¬ 
tion on children and young people once Brian 


Pi 

a 


starts to cast his spell of music and singing. 

Brian is seen by his supporters as a remarkable 
person who is never fazed and the school staff 
know that the one thing they can rely on is that 
he will always manage to turn frowns upside 
down. One supporter says that she has never 
met anybody so utterly content with their job. 
He really does love doing what he does and 
would easily beat the happiest people in a com¬ 
petition for job satisfaction. Brian lives to bring 
happiness to others. 

For his services to the community in the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea and partic¬ 
ularly for his work as a musician and music 
teacher at Chelsea Community Hospital School, 
Brian Spiers receives a Mayor's Award. 
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■ LACK of a traffic management plan 
has forced planners to halt this devel¬ 
opment in Abingdon Road. 


Planners halt building work 


WORK that began on a site on 37-39 
Abingdon Road, W8, before an agreed plan 
to manage construction traffic had been ap¬ 
proved has been ordered to stop by Royal 
Borough planners. 

Planning permission was granted in 2013 to demol¬ 
ish the existing buildings and the construction of two 
four-storey properties and a two-storey basement on 
the site. However the planning permission was 
granted subject to a planning condition that a Con¬ 
struction Traffic Management Plan be submitted and 
approved prior to the work beginning. The purpose 
of this condition was to ensure construction traffic 
did not unreasonably impact upon the local area. 

Following reports to the council, planning enforce¬ 
ment department officers visited the site and were as¬ 
tonished to witness that the original property had 
been demolished and diggers were operating on the 
building site. 

Consequently, the officers issued both a Breach of 
Condition Notice and Temporary Stop Notice on the 
developers, Nu Build London Ltd, and the owners, 
Atraxia Developments Ltd on Monday, March 9th. 

The effect of these notices means any further de¬ 


velopment on site will be a criminal offence until a 
Construction Traffic Management Plan has been ap¬ 
proved. Any conviction could lead to a maximum 
penalty of £20,000 in a magistrates court and unlim¬ 
ited if heard in a crown court. 

Cllr Timothy Coleridge, Cabinet Member for Plan¬ 
ning Policy, said: “Construction traffic from devel¬ 
opment is one of the biggest issues affecting residents 
in the borough. This is exactly why these planning 
conditions are imposed on both large- scale develop¬ 
ments and basement developments. It is extraordi¬ 
nary that the developers, in this instance, either 
ignored the requirement of the planning condition or 
were negligent in ensuring that the planning condi¬ 
tion had been complied with before works com¬ 
menced. 

“This is why our planning enforcement team have 
not hesitated to issue this Temporary Stop Notice.” 

Temporary Stop Notices are used sparingly by most 
local authorities. However the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea has served 12 over the past 
year - specifically in relation to construction traffic 
breaching planning condititions. 



free 

family fun 


Council act after 
asbestos skip find 


OFFICERS from Kensing¬ 
ton & Chelsea Borough 
Council’s Health and Safety 
team acted swiftly to iden¬ 
tify and make safe asbestos 
discovered in a skip in 
Chelsea by a member of the 
public. 

The asbestos panels were spot¬ 
ted in the skip on Cheltenham Ter¬ 
race, close to the junction of 
King’s Road on Wednesday, 
March 4th. Officers visited the site 


and a specialist asbestos analyst 
took samples. 

Measures were then taken to seal 
the skip and make safe the sus¬ 
pected asbestos. Results from 
samples taken confirmed that the 
material was asbestos insulation 
board containing amosite. The 
sealed skip was later removed by 
a hazardous waste company for 
safe disposal. 

It is illegal to dispose of materi¬ 
als that contain asbestos in this 
way and the council has notified 


the HSE which will now carry out 
an investigation into how it was 
placed in the skip. 

Cllr Tim Ahern, Cabinet Mem¬ 
ber for Environmental Health, 
said: “While it is not known how 
asbestos ended up in this skip we 
do know that it should not have 
been there. 

“Thanks to being alerted to a 
possible problem by a concerned 
member of the public, officers 
were able to act quickly to remove 
this hazardous material.” 



NEWS FROM 
NICK... 

with Nicholas Paget-Brown, 
Leader of the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea 


Farewell to a tremendous 
servant of Royal Borough 


W ITH all the excitement 
about who should be our 
Conservative parliamen¬ 
tary candidate, it has gone largely 
unnoticed that Sir Merrick Cockell 
has announced his departure from 
the council. 

If it was Merrick’s plan to slip quietly out 
the back door, let me now put the kibosh on 
that; he deserves a grateful farewell. 

Merrick Cockell was on the council for just 
shy of 30 years, for 13 of 
them he was actually the 
Leader and a very success¬ 
ful one too, so successful in 
fact that he was soon estab¬ 
lished as one of the key fig¬ 
ures in English local 
government. 

From 2006 to 2010 he was 
chairman of London Coun¬ 
cils, the representative 
body for the capital’s 32 
local authorities. He turned 
this into a much more con¬ 
sensual (and therefore ef¬ 
fective) body than it had been previously. And 
in 2011, he was chosen by other council leaders 
to head up the Local Government Association, 
the national voice for England’s Councils. He 
was knighted for services to local government 
in 2010. But if you aren’t the sort to be im¬ 
pressed by offices and honours, let me give 
you just a brief sample of the many great 
things he did for Kensington and Chelsea. 

It was Merrick who personally led the long 


campaign for a new secondary school in 
Chelsea which, in 2010, delivered the Chelsea 
Academy. The school won the Public Building 
of the Year Award in 2011. 

He was also closely involved in the project 
to rebuild Holland Park School. From the out¬ 
set the council set out to build a school to 
“match the very best in the country” and we 
did just that. The scheme was funded by a pri¬ 
vate land deal so profitable that it also paid 
for two affordable housing schemes and con¬ 
tributed very significantly to the costs of the 
newly opened Kensington Academy. 

Groundbreaking 

And it was Merrick who 
was one of the principal 
architects of our then gen¬ 
uinely groundbreaking 
‘tri-borough’ service shar¬ 
ing arrangement with 
Westminster and Ham¬ 
mersmith & Fulham. 
Today the majority of serv¬ 
ices are shared and it is 
saving the council many 
millions, in fact those sav¬ 
ings are one of the key rea¬ 
sons why our local services are still in good 
shape today, despite five years of austerity 
and a £50 million reduction in our budget. 

There is a lot, lot more I could say about how 
the Royal Borough has benefitted from Sir 
Merrick Cockell’s canniness and hard work 
down the years but sadly, space doesn’t allow. 
So let me instead, on behalf of the entire coun¬ 
cil, take this opportunity to say thank you and 
wish him every success 


If it was Merrick's 
plan to slip quietly 
out the back door, let 
me now put the 
kibosh on that - he 
deserves a grateful 
farewell ^ 


THE ROYAL BOROUGH OF 

KENSINGTON 
AND CHELSEA 


To contact the Leader of the Council, Cllr Nick 
Paget-Brown, email theleader@rbkc.gov.uk 
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NEWS FROM NOTTING HILL 





Life in Notting Hill 


by Amanda Waggott 
from Notting Hill Post 

www.nottinghillpost.com 

BLUE skies and sun have been making life in Notting Hill more exceptional 
then ever and soon the best Wisterias in London will be in bloom. For now 
I am enjoying shedding my coat and getting out and about. Best coffee 
at the moment is in Pedlars Cafe on Talbot Road, who uses a new genera¬ 
tion coffee machine which heats up to the perfect temperature before 
water meets bean. The result is excellent lattes. Avocado on rye hits the 
spot, as does the new range of cakes made up the Portobello by a chap 
who sources all his ingredients from the market. My favorite is the lemon 
and poppy seed sponge. Post avocado check out the pencils by asking 
the bearded one behind the counter to talk you through his leaded 
friends. Fascinating and you will never look at a pencil in the same light 
again. 

BOOK in advance to see a film at the Electric, one of the best cinemas in 
London; massive leather seats, footstools, blankets, and a super cool bar. 
Amazingly I got tickets just two days in advance for Still Alice, so the nice 
weather could be freeing up a few seats. If it is sold out I have a great af¬ 
fection for the Gate Cinema and on Notting Hill Gate where there is a lip 
smacking selection of wine, wasabi flavoured snacks, coffee and chocolate. 
Become a member for £55 and you get four free tickets and discount on 
the stuff from the bar and some local shops. 

Still on Entertainment, Notting Hill has two of the best small theatres in 
London.The Print Room which moved into the old Coronet Cinema in the 
Autumn and is doing an amazing job of programming plays and dance 
pieces, at the same time as renovating the building. Inside secrets are; 
there is a bit of the Westbourne River running through the basement and 
an old air raid shelter. Upstairs on the top floor the team has uncovered 
graffiti from the Second World War as well as discovering the penny ticket 
booth from the 1900s. It is a complete labyrinth and if you fancy support¬ 
ing it they will welcome you with open arms. On until April 11th is the 
premier of A Breakfast of Eels by Robert Holman who is a stupendous play¬ 
wright. Over the road is the Gate Theatre, which has has spawned many 
of our theatre greats. Currently playing to the March 21st is The Rise and 
Fall of Comrade Fiasco by Andrew Whaley. After the show nip into the Mal¬ 
abar on Uxbridge Street, which has been a local favourite since it opened 
in 1983. It specialises in Southern Indian food so everything is light and 
delicious. Best seats are in the window but you need to book. 

EASTER is round the corner and Melt a local chocolate maker now has 
two stores, one on Ledbury Road and one on Clarendon Road. Here you 
can join a chocolate workshop (£55 for adults and £38 for children) where 
you make your own chocs as well as getting slightly covered in the brown 
stuff. Otherwise pick up some tongs and choose a few of these mouthwa¬ 
tering delights. Anything with sea salt literally brings tears to my eyes.. 

www.pedlars.co.uk/pedlarsworld/our-shops/ 

www.electriccinema.co.uk/ 

www.picturehouses.com/cinema/Gate_Picturehouse 

www.the-print-room.org/ 

www.gatetheatre.co.uk/events/all- 

productions/the_rise_and_shine_of_comrade_fiasco 

ww w. ma la ba r-resta u ra nt.co. u k 



Portobello The 
Film - possible 
with a sponsor 


PORTOBELLO and 
Golborne markets 
could have their own 
animation film to 
even better promote 
their 150th anniver¬ 
sary, if someone will 
sponsor such a proj¬ 
ect. 

Gill Bradley, the ac¬ 
claimed Portobello artist 
who has designed the 
popular logo now being 
used by Markets Man¬ 
agement Committed to 
publicise the anniver¬ 
sary, says she would be 
interested in adapting the 
theme for an animation. 

Although Gill is well- 
known as a portraitist, il¬ 
lustrator and graphic 
designer, it is her work 
as an animation designer 
which has brought her 
the biggest clients - in¬ 
cluding Radio Times, 
Debenhams, Carlsberg, 
Channel 4, Schwarzkopf, 
Kate Bush, Grace Jones 
and Tom Jones. 

In this age of YouTube, 
an animation for the 
markets would reach a 
far wider audience. 

“An animation would 
be a possibility but it 
would be time-consum- 


By Geoff 
Baker 


ing and it would need a 
sponsor,” said Gill, who 
was inspired to create 
the eye-grabbing logo 
by the old-fashioned 
wrappers at the markets’ 
costermonger stalls. 

“The idea is based on 
the old fruit wrappers 
that oranges always 
used to come in. I 
wanted to depict the 
amazing array of variety 
of the markets.” 

Gill, who lives in the 
middle of the market 
area, was also mindful 
in her wrapper-based 
design to help push the 
dwindling number of 
co stermonger stall s, 
which have fallen from 
50 in the Sixties to just 
eight remaining now, 
because of competition 
from supermarkets. 

Bigging them up 

“I use the markets a lot 
and I always have done 
since first coming to the 
area as a student 30 
years ago. The markets 
are constantly changing 
but some stalls have 
been compromised in a 


way because of the su¬ 
permarkets, which is 
one of the reasons why I 
wanted the logo to give 
the feeling of bigging 
them up.” 

Gill’s multi-aspect 
logo will be used 
throughout the year by 
the markets manage¬ 
ment committee to pro¬ 
mote different monthly 
themes which relate to 
the diversity of what’s 
on sale - this month the 
theme is books, April 
will be music, Septem¬ 
ber will be fashion and 
antiques in November. 

The logo will appear 
on banners and calico 
shopping bags on sale 



■ ARTIST Gill Bradley pictured in front of the logo 
she designed for the 150th anniversary of the 
Portobello and Golborne Market 


locally and has many 
other possible applica¬ 
tions. 

“There’s so many 
things that we could do 
with it, that’s why I like 
the idea and I believe 
the management team is 
looking into sponsor¬ 
ship; we could use it for 
bunting and we could 
do T-shirts, which 


would become souvenir 
items,” said Gill. 

Besides creating the 
distinctive logo, Gill 
has also produced a 
striking series of por¬ 
traits of characters 
from Portobello, 
which are available of 
her website www.gill- 
bradleydesign .com 


‘A beautiful, dazzlingly 
inventive show about 
the wonders of life.’ 


Evening Standard 


The acclaimed National Theatre production 


The Penny Market 
serving the soul 

BRAND new to Portobello is the Penny Market, of¬ 
fering hand-picked foods and artisan products from 
all across London every Saturday - and helping the 
community. 

“For every two pennies made, one is given to local 
charities,” says organiser Taz Fustok. 

“So this colourful market feeds not only your 
tummy but also your soul. The Penny Market is a fun 
and giving way to spend your Saturdays.” 

Notting Hill resident Mr Fustok has started the 
Penny Market in collaboration with local charities 
Goldfinger Factory, Somewhere To, Delgarno Trust 
and students from local colleges. 

“We have also had the guidance and support of 
many RBKC councilors and the wisdom of the Por¬ 
tobello and Golborne Market Trading office, this is an 
initiative that hopes to really make a difference to the 
area and help up-and-coming businesses and young 
entrepreneurs,” he said. 

“The Penny Market was build by wonderful carpen¬ 
ters at Goldfinger Factory using reclaimed materials 
donated by the Science Museum and another local 
resident, Lucy Patterson, sewed the beautifully bright 
canvas awnings to reflect the colours of the Notting 
Hill buildings. The market’s ethical nature is seen 
from the very bones of the stalls through to health¬ 
conscious foods and the wide spectrum of charities 
that will be helped with the proceeds.” 

The market has 17 stalls, three of which will belong 
to local businesses, Lowry & Baker, La Salumeria and 
Moroccan Cafe. Current traders include: Artisan Bak¬ 
ery,The Borough Cheese Company, Mama Leoni’s, 
Mighty Green, Wild Hives, Saboon Allee, Ted’s Veg, 
Arbroath Fish, Manola, Lulin’s Tea, Appetite London. 

The Penny Market takes place every Saturday, from 
9am to 6pm, on the stretch of Portobello Road be¬ 
tween Golborne Road and Bonchurch Road. 

Website www.thepennymarket.co.uk 
Contact Info @ thepennymarket .co .uk 



INCIDENT 

'DOG* 


A NEW PLAY BY 

SIMON STEPHENS 


BASED ON THE 
BEST-SELLING NOVEL BY 

MARK HADDON 


7 OLIVIER AWARDS 

INCLUDING 


CuriousOnStage.com 

GIELGUD THEATRE 


Shaftesbury Avenue, W1 

A DELFONT MACKINTOSH THEATRE 


ARTS COUNCIL 
ENGLAND 
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Royal family honour Commonwealth ties 


Royals attends Observance 
for Commonwealth Day 


H ER Majesty 
The Queen and 
HRH The 
Duke of Edinburgh at¬ 
tended an Observance 
for Commonwealth 
Day at Westminster 
Abbey last week. 


They were accompa¬ 
nied by The Prince of 
Wales and The 
Duchess of Cornwall 
and The Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge. 

In his bidding the 
Dean of Westminster, 


the Very Reverend Dr 
John Hall, said: 
“United by ties of 
friendship, we gather 
representing a rich di¬ 
versity of faiths. Our 
theme is 'A Young 
Commonwealth', so we 


shall give thanks for 
young people with 
their many gifts and 
pray that they may be 
blessed and a bless¬ 
ing.” 

The Commonwealth 
Secretary-General HE 



■ HM The Queen is introduced to Sharanya Manivannan who read fathering 7 at the 
observance. Photo by REX 


Your essential guide to local schools, 
nurseries, colleges, 6th forms, holiday 
playschemes & much more. 



Kamalesh Sharma read 
the Act of Affirmation to 
the Commonwealth. 

Reflections were read 
by the Speaker of 
Bangladeshi Parliament, 
The Honourable Dr 
Shirin Sharmin Chaud- 
hury; Executive Direc¬ 
tor, Lifeline Nehemiah 
Projects and Queen's 
Young Leader, PJ Cole; 
and Nobel Peace Laure¬ 
ate, Kailash Satyarthi. 

Sharanya Manivannan 
read her poem Gathering 
and Barkha Mossae, 
Queen's Young Leader, 
read Isaiah 40: 27-31. 

The Choir of Westmin¬ 
ster Abbey performed 
“Truly I Tell You’, a new 
anthem composed spe¬ 
cially for the observance 
by the Master of the 
Queen's Music, Judith 
Weir CBE. 

Prayers were said by 
the Reverend Martin 



THE Act of Affirmation to the Commonwealth 


Turner, Methodist 
Church; Dr Natubhai 
Shah, Jain community; 
Rabbi Debbie Young- 
Somers, Reform Ju¬ 
daism; Shaykh Ibrahim 
Mogra, Muslim com¬ 
munity; The Lord 
Singh of Wimbledon 
CBE, Sikh community; 
Malcolm M Deboo, 
Zoroastrian commu¬ 
nity; and The Reverend 
Andrea Price, the 
Church of Scotland. 


There were perform¬ 
ances by the dance 
company, Dancedigital 
and South African 
vocal trio, The Soil. 

The Abbey Choir was 
conducted by sub-or¬ 
ganist, Daniel Cook, 
and the organ was 
played by Martin Ford, 
assistant organist. 

The Commonwealth 
Festival Choir and or¬ 
chestra, under the di¬ 
rection of Graham 


Dinnage and Dr James 
Ross, performed before 
the observance. 

The flags of the 53 
Commonwealth coun¬ 
tries were paraded 
through the abbey at 
the start of the service. 

A Commonwealth 
flag was flown in the 
abbey forecourt and 
broken out before the 
service by the Com¬ 
monwealth Secretary- 
General. 


Available with the South London Frew 
on Tueaday 24th March 


Prince Harry’s charity 
plans a Chelsea garden 



SENTEBALE, the charity founded 
by Prince Harry and Prince 
Seeiso, is to create a show gar¬ 
den Sentebale - Hope in Vul- 
nerability at the 2015 d 

RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show. 

The garden, 
designed by 
Matt Keight- 
ley, head de¬ 
signer of 

Maidenhead land¬ 
scaping firm Rose- 
bank, and winner of the 
2014 People’s Choice 
Award with his ‘Hope on the 
Horizon’ garden, aims to raise 
awareness of Sentebale’s work in providing 
healthcare and education to Lesotho’s most vul¬ 
nerable children. 

Sponsored by the David Brownlow Charitable 
Foundation, the garden will see Keightley draw 
inspiration from Sentebale’s Mamohato Chil¬ 
dren’s Centre, a new facility providing residen¬ 
tial camps for children affected by the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic and extreme poverty, 
which is opening in Lesotho. 

The garden will give visitors a taste of Lesotho 
and the vibrant atmosphere of the camp and will 
include a rock and waterscape feature, which is 
representative of the mountainous terrain in this 
part of southern Africa. 

HRH the Prince of Wales' Foundation for 
Building Community has advised Sentebale in 
the design of the Mamohato Children’s Centre 
using its expertise in delivering a sustainable de¬ 
velopment that provides a marked improvement 
in quality of life - in this case, the lives of thou¬ 
sands of young people who have been stigma¬ 
tised by loss of a parent, who live with 
disabilities and those trying to come to terms 
with living with HIV. The designs took on board 
the needs of the young residents, while reflect- 


■ SENTEBALE - Hope 
in Vulnerability, the garden 
plan from the charity founded 
by Prince Harry 


ing the country's rich culture and magnificent 
natural surroundings. 

Cathy Ferrier, Chief Executive of Sentebale, 
said: “Matt Keightley has created a truly inspi¬ 
rational garden that will be a representation of 
the experience that the children in Lesotho go 
through during our Mamohato camp.” 

Matt Keightley said: “I am honoured to be 
working with Sentebale, The Prince's Founda¬ 
tion for Building Community and Prince Harry 
on this year's very special garden. It is such an 
inspirational project. 

“Last year was my first RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show and to have achieved the Silver-gilt and 
the People’s Choice Awards for the ‘Hope on the 
Horizon’ garden was incredible. I am thrilled to 
be working once again at the world-famous 
show and I will be incorporating so many posi¬ 
tives of the great work the Sentebale does in the 
garden design.” 

Alexander Barfield, Chief Executive of the 
David Brownlow Charitable Foundation said: 
“The RHS Chelsea Flower Show is a perfect 
platform to represent the challenges facing these 
children every day of their lives and how the 
public can generously donate to help them, and 
the garden that we are creating will do a fantas¬ 
tic job reflecting that work.” 
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Stop guessing when - 



See all our properties at 

(S) heMarketcom 



Now is the time to sell and we will 
get your home OnTheMarket.com 


Let us take the guesswork out of when to sell your home. 
House prices are strong, demand is growing and stamp duty is reduced. 

Take advantage of our in-depth knowledge and intelligence, within your local market, 
so we can put you in the best position to get the best possible price for your home at the right time for you. 

We will also market your home on the brand new and innovative property portal, OnTheMarket.com 


We have prospective buyers ready to view and we are available everyday from 8am - 10pm 


haart 

Follow your 

pop in to your local branch 
or call us today for your free valuation 

is where your home is 

or go online to haart.co.uk 
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By one Days in Notting Hill 


From farmer’s field to vibrant 
city village and cultural hub 


• HISTORIAN TOM VAGUE RECALLS WESTWAY OPENING 


FORTY-FIVE years ago, on July 28 1970 
the Westway (A 40 M Western Avenue Ex¬ 
tension flyover between Shepherd’s Bush 
and Paddington) was opened by Michael 
Heseltine, the new parliamentary secretary 
to the Transport Minister. 

Simultaneously, in a local protest, a banner was un¬ 
furled on Acklam Road, looking onto the flyover, de¬ 
manding ‘Get us out of this hell. Re-house us now.’ In 
2015 the Westway Trust are proposing to redevelop 
the Acklam and Portobello Road junction/Portobello 
Green area as the Portobello Village market and local 
culture hub. 

In 1865 the Portobello farmhouse was across the 
field to the north, but within a few years this area had 
become the streets of the Golborne ward. Acklam 
Road was built alongside the railway line in the late 
1860s and largely demolished a 100 years later to 
make way for the Westway. The old street featured the 
Duke of Sussex pub on the comer of Portobello Road, 
the site of which is currently occupied by the entrance 
to the Acklam Village farmers market. Acklam Road 
took its name from the Acklam village, now part of 
Middlesborough, which is close to the Yorkshire coun¬ 
try seat of the North Kensington developer Colonel St 
Quintin. 

Post-Westway, Acklam Road has hosted adventure 
playgrounds, Hawkwind gigs, carnivals, riots, and 


graffiti innovations from hippy slogans through hip- 
hop to Bansky. Most famously, the Acklam/Portobello 
junction appears on The Clash album sleeve during 
the 1976 carnival; and the following year Bob Marley 
was at the sound-system on the corner. Recently 
there’s been the Portobello Film Festival at the Pop- 
Up cinema and Steve Mepsted’s 1970 street photo 
blow-ups in the Bay 58 bar. Around the Westway 
curve to Westbourne Park, the Acklam Hall commu¬ 
nity centre youth club has become Mode nightclub, 
after incarnations as Bay 63, Subterania, Neighbour¬ 
hood and Supperclub; then there’s the skateboard 
park, Westbourne Studios arts centre and the Muslim 
Cultural Heritage Centre. 

Dig the vibrations 

After the south side of Acklam Road was demol¬ 
ished in 1966 the cleared strip hosted the London Free 
School adventure playground and a Gustav Metzger 
auto-destructive art performance. Emily Young (of 
Pink Floyd’s ‘See Emily Play’ fame) has recalled the 
site as “the dark side of the moon.” Through the 70s 
the wall alongside the train line beneath the Westway 
was ordained with graffiti credited to the Situationist 
King Mob group that read: “Same thing day after day 
- tube - work...” In 1968 the Notting Hill Interzone 
issue of International Times proclaimed: “If the spans 
are given over to the community, the possibilities for 
further creative extensions to the children’s adventure 
playground are total... dig the vibrations in and around 



■ FLASHBACK TO 1970: Residents of Acklam road plead to be rehoused as The Westway is opened 


Creating the Portobello Village 


THE Mayor of London, Boris Johnson earlier 
this year announced that Westway Trust in 
partnership with the Royal Borough of Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea, had been successful in a 
joint High Street Fund bid and awarded 
£125,000 to support their vision for Portobello 
Village. 

The fund will support the first phase of the 
Portobello Village development, which will in¬ 
clude the design and installation of a series of 
short, medium and longer term ‘pop-up’ inter¬ 
ventions in and around Thorpe Close, a cur¬ 
rently underutilised connection between 
Ladbroke Grove and Portobello Road”. 

Angela McConville, chief executive com¬ 
menting on the award, said: “ This is a once- 
in-a-generation opportunity to reinvigorate 
this great part of London. 

“The High Street Fund will allow us to ani¬ 


mate the area through pop up retail, enter¬ 
prise, culture and events, ahead of our planned 
Village development. We want to signal to the 
community that positive change is coming and 
that it will benefit the local economy and the 
quality of life for local people.” 

The Mayor’s High Street Fund will be match 
funded by Westway Trust and the Royal Bor¬ 
ough of Kensington and Chelsea, providing a 
total of £250,000 towards the project. 

The longer term Portobello Village develop¬ 
ment will deliver destination artisan retail, 
food and beverage, residential homes, events 
and performance space, improved markets, 
gallery space, creative industries and maker- 
space outlets, as well as significant improve¬ 
ments to the parks and public realm in the 
area. 


Notting Hill... and especially in the village around Por¬ 
tobello Road.” 

On the gatefold sleeve of Hawkwind’s 1971 album 
“X In Search of Space”, the group are pictured playing 
one of their free gigs under the Westway. In 1973 the 
Caribbean Notting Hill Carnival was founded at 3 
Acklam Road by Leslie Palmer, under the administra¬ 
tion of Anthony Perry, the first director of the Westway 
Trust (originally known as North Kensington Amenity 
Trust), as the organisation was set up to develop the 
23 acres under the flyover for the benefit of the local 
community. In a 70s guidebook ‘The Portobello Vil¬ 
lage’ the area was described as the “alternative mar¬ 
ket” of “reggae music, soul food, underground 
newspapers, wholewheat bread, Bedouin dresses, art 
deco objects, natural shoes, herbal medicines, a free 
shop, brown rice and a gypsy fortune teller”. 

The Portobello Green canopy area was the main car¬ 
nival stage in the 1980s and 90s, trod by everyone 
from Aswad to Jay Z. Acklam Hall (on the site of 
Mode nightclub) opened in 1975 with a benefit gig for 
the North Kensington Law Centre by Joe Strummer’s 
101’ers. Of all the groups associated with the area, 
from Pink Floyd to Blur, The Clash best represent 
Ladbroke Grove, North Kensington, with “the Sound 
of the Westway.” 

They first promoted themselves with The Clash graf¬ 
fiti on a stanchion and photo shoots under the flyover. 
In 2007 Mick Jones returned to The Clash LP photo 
location with his Rock’n’Roll Library and the Strum- 
merville studio at 2 Acklam Road. Such local pop cul¬ 
ture history will hopefully be accommodated in the 
Westway Portobello Village. 


IKORTIO HOLIDAYS 
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‘Please don’t give us gifts’ 

- donate to charity instead 


WITH A NEW BABY ON THE HORIZON - 
WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO ALL THE PRESENTS? 


ROYAL 

SPECIAL 


A S Kensington Palace braces itself 
for an avalanche of presents for the 
new royal baby due next month, ex¬ 
perts have revealed how the Royal Family 
is missing a trick with all of the thousands 
of gifts that it receives each year. 

Experts say the royals should follow the example 
of The Beatles and the Stones and join the booming 
memorabilia market. 

Every since George 
Harrison’s half-eaten 
cheese sandwich was lu¬ 
dicrously sold at Christies 
for around £11,000, deal¬ 
ers have known that there 
is big money to be made 
from sales of items once 
owned, or just touched by, the stars. 

Due to our celebrity culture, fame by association 
- even through a sandwich - is an obsession 
around the world and there is a big market of keen 
collectors for any old tat providing that it was once 
owned by a star. 

Many times every year the big auction houses in 
London and New York hawk this, that or the other 
to the millions who suffer from celebrity worship 
syndrome. 

But, say the experts, the biggest celebrities of all 
are the royals - and they are missing out. 

Last year the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge 
received 715 gifts from dignitaries and the public 
during their royal visits. Prince George alone was 
given 686 presents from well-wishers. 

Looking at the list of baseball caps, shoes, hand- 


By Geoff Baker 

bags, toys and ornaments which the royals come 
away with on their tours there is no way that, even 
with the most manic jumble sale mentality, they 
could keep them all, or would even want to. 

Who at the palace, for instance, would have 
come back from Malaysia rubbing their hands with 
glee that they had received seven palm floor mats? 
It’s all very well for Michele Obama to give Prince 
George a mini leather fly jacket, which might pos¬ 
sibly come in handy the next time he’s piloting a 
Typhoon jet on the nursery school run, but would 
his conservationist parents really want to keep that 
possum skin cloak that they were given in Aus¬ 
tralia? 

Matching woollen cardigans 

And when saying “Ooo, lovely” to the King and 
Queen of Norway, were Charles and Camilla really 
planning to wear those matching woollen cardi¬ 
gans? What about the portable water filtration unit 
that they also got Down Under, let’s keep it for our 
next picnic in the Highlands? 

The blowpipe that Charles was given when vis¬ 
iting the Amazon might have some appeal to hang 
on a wall and the pure Arab stallion which was a 
gift from the Saudi Arabian royal family would 
certainly be prized and kept, but does William truly 
feel a clinging need for the mosquito traps pre¬ 
sented to him by Canada’s Minister of Health? 
Could Princess Anne find that she could possibly 
live without the live brown bear given to her by 
President Kruschev? 

TURN to page 14 
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■ PRINCE GEORGE: Received 686 gifts from well-wishers last year 

Photo: TRH DUKE AND DUCHESS OF CAMBRIDGE/REX 
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Merely receiving an item certifies ownership 


Could surplus royal gifts 


FROM page 13 

What then about the packet of Quinoa given to 
Charles in Australia or the Oyster Card which 
some bright spark from Transport for London 
thought was a great gift, or the automatic rifle that 
Prince Harry received in Oman? 

Again and again the royals say it, “please don’t 
give us gifts, please make donations to our chari¬ 
ties instead”, but does anybody listen? No they do 
not and still the legs of Parma ham arrive from 
Italy, along with a 
jar of Vegemite 
(Australia), the 
baby’s racing car 
overalls (Oman), 
underwear (New 
Zealand), musket 
(Pakistan) and more 
piles of books than 
could fill the 
Bodleian Library. 

Traditionally the 
royals donate foot- 
stuffs to hospices 
and distribute what 
gifts they can to 
charities, but they are sitting on a goldmine which 
could easily be turned into making a lot of money 
for their charities. 

The thing with memorabilia is that the famous 
owner doesn’t have to have lived with an item for¬ 
ever for it to have a value. The star doesn’t even 
have to have bought it, merely receiving it certi¬ 
fies ownership and there are many people who 
will pay to put on their mantelpiece something 
that was once “owned” by Prince Harry or the 
Princess Royal. Can you imagine the crazy mar¬ 


ket for any of the six pairs of shoes that Kate 
brought back from one well-wisher alone in 
Malaysia? 

Paul McCartney is a good case in point on this. 
In the mid-Sixties, thanks to the huge promotion 
that he was gave to Hofner by playing its violin¬ 
shaped bass, Hofner’s dealers Selmer presented 
Paul with another such bass, with gold pick ups, 
at a Beatles press conference. Paul only touched 
it, he did not play it on stage or use it on any Bea¬ 
tles recordings, he just received it, thanks very 
much, and went off to a gig. The bass was then 
exhibited at various guitar shows and, inevitably, 
“went missing”. It is still out there somewhere, 
with a value to obsessive Beatles collectors of at 
least £500,000. He never played it, but because it 
was technically his, it’s worth half a million quid. 

Considerable market 

“There would be a considerable market for royal 
items at auction,” said a spokesman for Tracks, 
Britain’s biggest rock and roll memorabilia deal¬ 
ers. 

“Internationally the Royal Family is so well fol¬ 
lowed, the demand would be big. And if they set 
up something where all of their surplus gifts were 
sold for charity, they could raise a lot of money. 

“For instance, they recently found in the royal 
vault the MBE that John Lennon returned in his 
famous protest. Can you imagine how much that 
would raise for charity at auction?” 

Meanwhile, pity William and Kate as they pre¬ 
pare for the huge parcel post that will be prompted 
by the birth of their baby. Since Prince George 
was born he has received more than 4,000 gifts 
from people in 48 countries. The number of pres¬ 
ents for the new baby could easily top that. 


Since Prince 
George was 
born he has 
received more 
than 4,000 
gifts from 
people in 48 
countries. 


Are you paying rent on a poorly 
maintained property? 

Get the compensation you deserve! 


S No win no fee 
S Potential for legal aid 
S Free initial assessment 
S Leading law firm for social housing disputes 


r 


r i 

Alex from South London 

received 


£10,500 

^ in compensation j 



"They were excellent in 
every respect. I can't think 
of anything that they could 
have done better" 







Call us free on 0800 437 0322 

We're ready to help you get the compensation you deserve 

180 North Gower Street, London, NW1 2NB 

www.hja.net 



UNITED KINGDOM 


TOP TIER 

2014 


IK 


hodge jones & alien 

solicitors 
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■ THE ROYALS receive thousands 
of gifts every year. The Duchess 
of Cambridge is pictured during a 
visit to Portsmouth last month 
where she was given a T-shirt for 
Prince George. 

Photo RUPERT HARTLEY/REX 


WHERE TO SEE YOUR ^ 
FAVOURITE ROYAL 


FULL details of future and recent events in the ever- 
busy diaries of the many members of The Royal 
Family are available from the official website 
www.royal.gov.uk but here’s the London schedule for 
the week ahead for Where To See A Royal. 

Tuesday March 17th 

• The Queen, accompanied by the Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh, will open new kennels at Battersea Dogs’ and 
Cats’ Home SW8. 

• The Duke of Edinburgh, as Admiral and Member 
of the Royal Yacht Squadron, will attend the opening 
of the Bicentenary Exhibition at the Rountree Try on 
Galleries, Bury Street SW1. 

• The Duke of Edinburgh, as Honorary Fellow of 
the Institute of Sports and Exercise Medicine, will 
present the Prince Philip Gold Medal at a lunch at 
Buckingham Palace. 

• The Earl of Wessex, as Honorary Member of the 
Royal Automobile Club, will attend the Jesters Club 
Annual Dinner in Pall Mall. 

• The Countess of Wessex, as Patron of Shooting 
Star Chase, will attend a reception and organ recital 
at Kensington Palace. 

Wednesday, March 18th 

• The Queen will host a reception for the Winston 
Churchill Memorial Trust at Buckingham Palace.# 
The Duke of Edinburgh, as Patron of Wildscreen, 
will host a reception at Buckingham Palace. 

• The Duchess of Gloucester, as Patron of Asthma 
UK, will attend a reception at the Medical Research 
Council and Asthma UK Centre at Guys Hospital SE1. 


• The Duchess of Gloucester, as Patron of Pap- 
worth Hospital, will attend a reception at St James’s 
Palace. 

Thursday, March 19th 

• The Duke of Edinburgh, as Colonel of the 
Grenadier Guards, will visit the regimental headquar¬ 
ters at Wellington Barracks. 

• The Duke of Edinburgh, as Honorary Air Com¬ 
modore, will attend a Centenary Dinner at RAF 
Northolt. 

• The Duke of Gloucester, as Patron of Construc¬ 
tion Youth Trust, will present the young achievers’ 
awards at the Under Globe, Bankside SE1. 

• The Duke of Gloucester, as Honorary Air Com¬ 
modore, will attend the Royal Auxiliary Air Force 
lunch at the RAF Club, Piccadilly. 

Monday, March 23rd 

• The Earl of Wessex, as Trustee of the Duke of Ed¬ 
inburgh’s Award, will attend a trustees’ meeting at 
Award House, St Matthew Street SW1. 

• The Countess of Wessex will attend the Battle of 
Trafalgar Charity Concert at Cadogan Hall. 

• The Countess of Wessex, as Patron of Stoll, will 
open the Countess of Wessex House at Staines Road, 
Feltham. 

• The Countess of Wessex, as Vice Patron of the 
Royal Bath and West Society, will attend a reception 
at the London Museum of Water and Steam at Kew. 

• The Princess Royal, as President of the Royal 
Commission for the Exhibition of 1851, will attend 
a dinner at Armourers’ Hall, Coleman Street EC2. 
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China to increase efforts to protect elephants 


Prince William gets his message across 



Managers Specials 


M UCH flak has been aimed at 
Prince William after his well-in¬ 
tentioned visit to a Chinese wild 
elephant rescue park was clouded by the 
fact that it neighboured another park where 
other elephants are cajoled to dance for 
tourists. 

Conservationists howled at the “PR blunder” and 
poor William, a passionate and committed conser¬ 
vationist himself, was left with egg on his face as 
headlines reported the visit around the world. 

But not enough examination has been made of 
the prince being left to carry the can. If bungling 
it be, the bunglers are not at the Palace on this oc¬ 
casion, they are at the Foreign Office and, in par¬ 
ticular, at the British Embassy in Beijing. But was 
it bungling, or genius? 

Great, successful and privileged men employ ad¬ 
visers to advise, accurately. They do not recon¬ 
noitre their own trips anymore than they make 
their own tea. 

So therefore Prince William’s visit to China, es¬ 
pecially as it was the first royal visit there in years, 
should have been recce’d at every step in advance 


There may have been criticism of the Duke of Cambridge's visit to an 
elephant rescue park - where close-by other elephants were being made 
to dance for tourists - but perhaps it wasn't such a PR blunder after all... 


phant Valley and, as they have different sensitiv¬ 
ities to us on the treatment of animals, evidently 
thought it was no big deal. 

So, how did it go wrong? Or, to be Machiavel¬ 
lian, did it actually go wrong at all? 

Either the British Embassy in Beijing - which 
boasts on its website, “we are one of Britain’s 
largest overseas embassies” and so presumably 
has the staff to check these things - did not thor¬ 
oughly check the prince’s touring route. 

Or the Embassy did check the route, noted the 
potential embarrassment of the proximity of Nel¬ 
lie The Twerker, but did not mention it. 

Or the Embassy did mention it in their briefing 
to the Palace, where the warning was ignored. 

Or, Prince W illi am is a PR genius. For it could 
be argued that William was briefed, he realised 
the media pitfalls of the situation but worked out 
that if he played along and took the obviously- 
consequent press flak on the chin, that the world¬ 
wide reports of the incident might so embarrass 
a China clearly making the effort to improve its 
animal care status that the authorities would close 
the tourist circus and, therefore, the elephants 
would win. 

It’s all smoke and mirrors and no doubt offi¬ 
cially we will never know. But I bet a quid that 
the circus at Elephant Valley has to pack its trunk 
pretty soon. 


By Geoff Baker 

by the Embassy, including Wild Elephant Valley 
and its sideshow, Strictly Come Tusking. 

His security team would have done so, they 
would not have just left William to wander 
through an itinerary that had not been thoroughly 
checked in person by members of the Royal Pro¬ 
tection Squad, Lord knows what potential risks 
there could be in a slap dash approach to do oth¬ 
erwise. So why not his PR team? 

On the face of it, it looks to be the case that the 
British Embassy in Beijing did not make all of the 
advance checks - because if they had, even the 
most obtuse civil servant would have worked out 
that a dancing elephant did not entirely fit with 
the message of a conservationist prince, who was 
visiting China partially on a mission to make a 


plea for better treat¬ 
ment of elephants. 

Just days in advance 
of the prince’s arrival 
China had announced, 
somewhat coinciden¬ 
tally, a year’s ban on 
the imports on ivory 
and the State media 
was keen to point out 
that China was start¬ 
ing to change its ways 
- the Embassy of the 
People’s Republic of 
China in London 
stressed the point in its 
report of William’s ar¬ 
rival on its website: 

“President Xi Jinping briefed his guest on 
China’s policy and efforts in protecting elephants 
and other wildlife, and he indicated China’s 
readiness to strengthen international co-opera¬ 
tion. The Duke of Cambridge expressed great ap¬ 
preciation for China’s efforts and hoped to see 
China becoming a leader in wildlife protection”, 
it read. 

President Xi is not a fool, he’s not going to 
make pledges like that and then pack off William 
to a PR trap at the Dumbo disco. The Chinese au¬ 
thorities clearly knew about the dancing at Ele- 


£ The Duke of 
Cambridge 
expressed 
great 

appreciation 
for China's 
efforts and 
hoped to see 
China becoming 
a leader in 
wildlife 
protection ^ 


■ COMMITTED CONSERVATIONIST: Prince William visits an Elephant Sanctuary in China' 
Xishuangbanna Nature Reserve Photo by TIM ROOKE/REX 
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Roger Daltrey fronts rewarding campaign 


Rock stars pull out all the 
for Teenage Cancer Trust 

T HERE cannot be many things more terrify¬ 
ing than to hear that your child has cancer. 

As a father of four, just imagining it brings 
fear to my soul and an urgent prayer inside that 
there but for the grace of God.... 

As The Who’s singer Roger Daltrey says: “I al¬ 
ways feel sorry for the parents, you really do get to 
know the terror in their eyes; it’s one of the things 
you never forget.” 

Next week, Daltrey and a band of heroes return 
to the Royal Albert Hall for the annual concerts for 
the Teenage Cancer Trust, the 15th year of what has 
become one of the greatest triumphs in rock and 
roll’s fine history of giving. 

From March 23rd to 27th the Albert Hall will host 
a week of what will be completely sold-out shows 
as The Who, Noel Gallagher’s High Flying Birds, 

Wilko Johnson, Johnny Marr, Van Morrison, The 
Stereophonies and comedian Kevin Bridges pres¬ 
ent a season of gigs that are among the most key in 
the entire music calendar. 

Next week’s shows will add to those already per¬ 
formed by many of the above together with Paul 
McCartney, Ronnie Wood, Chris Martin, The Spe¬ 
cials, The Arctic Monkeys, One Direction, Jessie J, 

Florence And The Machine, Duffy, Duran Duran 
and many other big name artists who in the years 
since the TCT concerts began have raised more 
than £20 million for this essential charity which has 
wonderfully changed the way that we care for 
teenagers in our hospitals. 

Before TCT, few thought that teenage cancer pa¬ 
tients were not comfortable, didn’t fit in, in wards 
that were either specifically built for children or for 
adults. 


stops 
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Overlooked 


“They were overlooked,” said Daltrey, the TCT 
patron and the driving force behind the concerts. 
You have to ask the question, ‘Why do you feel it 
is right to have a teddy bear for a child, but you’ve 
got nothing that makes a teenager happy in hospi¬ 
tal?’ 

“Hospitals were lacking areas where a teenager 
could feel psychologically comfortable, with other 
teenagers for company and the healing that comes 
from social interaction.” 

When Daltrey began to campaign to improve that 
by arguing for and then funding the building of 
teenager-specific cancer wards, the aim was to have 
them in every principal treatment centre in the UK. 

There are 30 such treatment centres and at the 
outset of the TCT concerts Daltrey said that his 
hope was to get tailored teenager wards in 20 of 
them. 

But TCT has funded 28 such wards and the 29th 
and 30th are now being built. It is a quite remark¬ 
able achievement. 

“Teenagers are not children and they are not 
adults. And when they get cancer, they get some of 
the rarest type, the most aggressive. Because they 
are growing up so fast they also suffer the most 
from late diagnosis,” said Daltrey. 

By building wards that are teenager-friendly, 
where young people aged 13 to 24 can fit in, this 
provides this psychological support and empathy 
that is as essential as besides the medicine and 
treatment. 

“The quality of life is important,” said Daltrey. 

“When you’re going through it, especially for this 
age group, they’ve got educational problems, 
they’re in the middle of their exams, their whole 
future has kind of been taken away from them; it’s 
enormous pressure. 

“We just try and make the hospital, which can be 
a lonely place, into somewhere friendly where they 
can mix with other teenagers and share the bur¬ 
den.” 

The idea for the Teenage Cancer Trust, which 



■ ROGER DALTREY: Fronting the campaign to help teenage can¬ 
cer victims. Inset last year's concerts at the Royal Albert Hall 


then inspired the concerts, came in 1990 from 
West End doctor Adrian Whiteson and his wife 
Myrna. Dr Whiteson, who fortuitously was Dal- 
trey’s GP, had the vision to see what few had re¬ 
alised before him. 

As he told the late David Frost way back in 
2002: “Teenagers if they're small will finish up, 
unless they're in one of our units, with babies; the 
older ones finish up with older people, older 
teenagers with geriatrics - it doesn't work, 
teenagers are a separate entity, they need to be 
well looked after in their own positive environ¬ 
ment. 

“It's unfair to say a 14-year-old has to be in with 
a three-year-old, it doesn't work. Three-year-olds 
go to bed at five, wake up at five in the morning, 
my teenage children used to go to bed at 5am and 
wake up at 5pm. 

“Older teenagers do not want geriatrics around, 
they want to be surrounded by their friends. Older 
people want to literally just curl up at times and 
die, they've lived their lives. 

“Teenagers have got everything in front of them, 
we have to put them in a positive environment, 
give them everything they need, surrounded by 
people of their own age and treated by people who 
know what they're doing.” 

Every day, seven young people are diagnosed 
with cancer. TCT says for every young person that 
they can help, there’s another one whom they 
can’t. 

And so the concerts and the fund-raising must 
go on; TCT has now set itself a target of raising 
£80 million so that it can ensure that every 
teenage cancer ward in the UK has the facilities, 
the nurses, youth workers and out-reach centres 


I am always struck by their enthusiasm, posi¬ 
tivism and their lust for life.” 

Thanks to the campaigning of Roger Daltrey 
and his rock peers, the model of Teenage Cancer 
Trust is now inspiring the building of other 
teenager-specific centres, at UCLA and Yale in 
the USA, and in other countries. It was while in 
America, after a Who show, that Daltrey got his 
own payback for his inspirational work. 

“The best thing to happen to me was going back 
to my dressing room and standing in front of me 
with a beautiful smile on her face was Ally New¬ 
man, who I’d last seen in isolation at UCLA, re¬ 
ally going through the wars then. 

“But now here she was, her hair growing back, 
looking radiant, and graduating the next day. Pres¬ 
ents don’t come better than that.” 

# For last minute tickets to the Teenage Cancer 
Trust shows, go to www.royalalberthall.com or 
call 0845 401 5030. To make a donation and to 
learn how you can help with fundraising go to 
www.teenagecancertrust.org 


that every 
teenage patient 
needs and every 
parent prays for. 

For Roger Dal¬ 
trey and his fel¬ 
low patron and 
Who founder 
Pete Townshend, 
much of the im¬ 
petus of their in- 
volvement 
initially came as 
a pay-back for all of the kids who have made rock 
stars who they are today. 

“We became patrons quite simply because with¬ 
out teenagers the music business would not exist,” 
Daltrey told Rolling Stone magazine. 

“Without teenagers, many of us wouldn’t have 
a job, I’d be working in a factory. It was the sup¬ 
port of teenagers that put the music business 
where it is.” 


Honour their courage 

And so next week and for many years yet, rock 
stars will assemble at the Albert Hall to help this, 
the only charity in the UK dedicated to supporting 
teenagers and young people with cancer. And in 
part they do it to honour their courage, because 
they are brave, these young people, very brave. 

“Over the years I have met many young people 
with cancer and I believe that they shouldn’t have 
to stop being teenagers just because they have this 
disease,” said Daltrey. 

“They have helped me to understand that they 
are young people first, cancer victims second, and 
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residential auction sale 

285 vacant and investment properties to include 




12 Rodway Road, Bromley, Kent, BR1 3JL 

Freehold detached building arranged to provide 2 self contained flats (1x2 bed, 1 x 3 bed). To be offered 
with planning for extension and reconfiguration to provide 7 bed family house. Vacant. 



Beaverbank, The Glade, Kingswood, Tadworth KT20 6LH 

SIX WEEK COMPLETION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 

Freehold detached 6 bed house with tennis court & swimming pool. Potential for redevelopment 
subject to obtaining all consents. Vacant. 



5 Westbourne Road, 

Sydenham SE26 5NJ 

Freehold semi-detached 5 bed house with rear 
garden. Potential for re-configuration into self 
contained flats subject to obtaining consents. Vacant. 


100 Pirbright Road, 

Southfields SW18 5NA 

Freehold link detached single storey 1 bed house. 
Planning for FF extension and basement excavation 
to provide 2 bed 3 story house. Vacant. 


123 Wellmeadow Road, 

Catford SE6 1HN 

Freehold building arranged to provide 2 bed house 
and 3 flats (2x2 bed, 1 x 1 bed). Each subject to 
ASTs. Producing £52,740 p.a. 



27A Leopold Road, 

Wimbledon SW19 7BB 

Freehold single storey building formerly arranged to 
provide office accommodation. To be offered with 
permitted development for change of use to 
residential use. Vacant. 



21 West Hill, 

Wandsworth SW18 1RB 

Freehold mid-terrace building arranged to provide 4 
flats and 1 residential unit (3x1 bed, 2 x studio). 
Producing £44,579.88 p.a. (equivalent) 


76 Eltham Road, Lee SE12 8UE 

Freehold detached building arranged to provide 7 self 
contained flats (6 x 1 bed, 1 x 4 bed). 6 subject to 
ASts and 1 Vacant. Planning for demolition and 
construction of block of 12 flats subject to obtaining 
consents. Producing £58,500 p.a. 


Classic Closures, 12A Eton Grove, 
Blackheath SE13 5BY 

Freehold detached building currently used as a factory 
warehouse. Potential for residential redevelopment 
subject to obtaining consents. Vacant. 


3-5 North Street, 

Leatherhead KT22 7AX 

Freehold end of terrace building. 3 retail units (2 x long 
lease, 1 x commercial tenancy). Upper floor vacant. 
Planning for residential conversion of upper floors to 
provide 4 self contained flats. Producing £35,900 p.a. 



10 Aldrington Road, 

Streatham SW16 1TH 

By order of a Housing Association 
Freehold detached building arranged to provide 5 x studio, 
3 x 1 bed flats. Gardens to front and rear. Planning for 
conversion to a single family dwelling. Vacant. 



29 Station Road, 

Sidcup DAI5 7DZ 

SUBJECT TO AN EIGHT WEEK COMPLETION PERIOD 

Freehold detached 3 storey building arranged as 16 
bedsitting rooms. Each room subject to an AST. Site 
approx 0.08 h (0.197a). Producing £94,900 p.a. 



17 Throwley Way, 

Sutton SMI 4AY 

Freehold detached former office building with 
permitted development rights for change 
of use to provide 9 self-contained flats 
(8x2 bed & 1 x one bed flats). Vacant. 



By order of Receivers 

Freehold semi-detached building arranged to provide 
2 x studios, 11 x bedrooms. Potential for reconfiguration 
subject to obtaining consents. Vacant. 


1. Where a guide price (or range of prices) is given, that guide is the minimum price at which, or range of prices within which, the seller might be prepared to sell on the date at which the guide price, or range of prices, is published. 

2. The reserve price is the minimum price at which the property can be sold. 3. Both the guide price and the reserve price may be subject to change up to and including the day of the auction. 


Auction sale: 

Thursday 26th March 2015 

The Cumberland Hotel, Great Cumberland Place, London, W1H 7DL 
Catalogue requests: 0906 515 1540 calls charged at £1.50 per minute 
For EPC ratings, refer to website 


Bid in person 



Bid online 



Bid by phone 



Bid by proxy 



online auction catalogue: WWW.3llS0p.C0.lik 


FEBRUARY SALE RESULTS UPDATE - £47.5M RAISED - 85% SOLD 


PLEASE NOTE START TIME: 10.00 am email: resiauction@allsop.co.uk 


































18 London Weekly News 


editorial @ londonweeklyne ws .co .uk 


Thursday, March 19th 2015 


WINE&DINE 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


Cooking first, TV second 

D ON'T get James Martin started on the num¬ 
ber of chefs on TV at the moment. 

Yes, he may be a chef, and yes he may be on telly 
a fair bit, but he's also rather fed up with seeing 
members of his profession clambering for their 
close-ups. 

"Fundamentally, I'm doing something I love," 
said the Malton-born 42-year-old. 

"I never wanted to be on television and I didn't go 
into this industry to be on television. Unfortunately 
now, when you speak to most younger chefs, well, 
they just want to be on TV. It's shouldn’t be about 
that." 

While the statement seems to contradict Martin's 
own TV engagements, including Saturday Kitchen 
and the second series of Home Comforts, filmed at 
his home and based on his new book of the same 
name, he insists his career is built on a rocksteady 
love of food. 

"The industry is so important to me first, and the 
TV is secondary," he adds. 

"I just so happen to be doing this because I was 
told I was good at it, and that's why the phone kept 
ringing. I'd be quite happy if the filming stopped. 

I'd go back to my restaurant." 

But it doesn't sound like the chatty chef is in a 
rush to leave the small screen soon. 

Having taken part in BBC One's Meet The Street, 
where he took famous people back to their home¬ 
towns to tackle loneliness in their area, he is evan¬ 
gelical about the power of telly. 

"I just think TV is such a magical thing, as in it 
can change people's lives and make you cry or 
make you happy," explains Martin, who also hosted 
BBC One's Operation Hospital Food, which saw 
him working to improve meals served up in wards. 

"It's an amazing thing, really. The more I do it, 
the more I enjoy it. I've been doing it for 20 years 
now and it's just the best job in the world... but then 
I always want my other job." 

And it's his "other job" - writing recipes (espe¬ 
cially ones which cater for people who live "north 
of Watford" and include ingredients everyone 
should be able to track down easily), or working at 
his Manchester restaurant - that really gets him 
buzzing. 

"I go back to my kitchen for normality, that's my 
day job," says Martin, who came fourth in the third 
series of Strictly Come Dancing. 

But he loves the chance to "dive in and out", and 
travel the country meeting foodies for work. 

"Meeting people is fascinating," he says. "What¬ 
ever they do, wherever they're from, whatever 

they've got, people are fascinating." ■ JAMES MARTIN: Loves his TV work but food is his first love 



MARK HIX'S RECIPE 
OF THE WEEK 

Buttermilk 
fried chicken with 
garlic mayonnaise 

Serves 4 

16 chicken wing joints, skinned 

1 chicken stock cube dissolved in 500ml hot water 

200ml buttermilk 

Utsp ground cumin 

^tsp chilli powder 

2tsp onion salt 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

lOOg self-raising flour 

Vegetable or corn oil for deep frying 

2-3tbsp good-quality or homemade mayonnaise 

A couple of tablespoons of wild garlic puree 

Pull the thickest part of the chicken wing flesh down the bone, 
and turn it inside out so it looks a bit like a lollipop. Place in a 
saucepan, cover with the stock, bring to the boil and simmer for 
6-7 minutes, then remove from the heat and leave to cool in the 
stock. Once cool, remove the wings and put them in a container 
with the buttermilk and half of the spices, season and leave to 
sit in the buttermilk for an hour. Mix. 

Preheat about 8cm of oil to 160-180C in a large, thick-bot¬ 
tomed saucepan or electric deep-fat fryer. Remove the chicken 
from the buttermilk, sea¬ 
son the flour and mix 
with the rest of the 
spices, then pass the 
chicken through the 
flour, shaking off any ex¬ 
cess, then dip in the but¬ 
termilk and finally back 
through the flour. 

Deep-fry the chicken in 
two batches, moving the 
pieces around with a per¬ 
forated spoon as they are 
cooking, for 3-4 minutes, 
until light-golden; then 
transfer to some kitchen 
paper. Mix the mayon¬ 
naise and puree together, 
and serve alongside the 
chicken. 




Raising some dough for our heroes - get baking 


' ** 11 11 1 * t * 

I BAKE/w 
» HEROES 


HELP for Heroes (H4H) is asking the great 
British public to get baking to raise ‘hundreds 
and thousands’ for our wounded, injured and 
sick service personnel, veterans and their fam¬ 
ilies. 

The ‘Bake for Heroes’ campaign runs from 
April 18th - May 4th, although if this isn’t 
convenient please feel free to choose a date that 
is. To register or for more information visit 
www.bakeforheroes.org.uk or call 01980 
846459. 


18 April-4 May 2015 


It couldn’t be easier to get involved; you could 
get friends and neighbours over for tea and a 
slice of cake in exchange for a donation or hold 
a bake sale in the middle of the town and sell 


lovely treats to the masses! Every single baked 
delight that is created, sold and eaten makes a 
difference to the support H4H can provide. 

A free fundraising pack will be sent to every 
Bake for Heroes event organiser to help make 
each event a success. The packs include H4H 
wristbands, lapel pins, collecting boxes, 
bunting, balloons and pricing stickers. 

Emma Parry, CEO and co-founder, Help for 
Heroes: “H4H is ah about ‘doing your bit’ and 
this event is a wonderful example of people ral¬ 
lying support and having a great deal of fun 
while they raise money. The money you raise is 
needed, it is being used and it is hugely appre¬ 
ciated.” 


H4H offers comprehensive support to those 
who have suffered life-changing injuries and ill¬ 
nesses in the line of duty. This is provided 
through grants to individuals, other charities 
and organisations, capital build projects and 
four Recovery Centres across the UK which 
offer support for life. 

The money raised by the hugely generous 
public has been used to support the wounded, 
but there is still so much more to do. Soldiers, 
sailors and airmen who are injured today will 
still need support tomorrow and in the days that 
follow, for the rest of their lives. 

They are still battling and H4H will not let 
them battle alone. 
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Join Alan Titchmarsh at Ascot 




■ ALAN TITCHMARSH: 
Urging families to join him 
at the Ascot Race-day on 
March 29th in support of 
The Prince's Countryside 
Fund 


Race-day to support the British cour 


GARDENING guru and committed countryman 
Alan Titchmarsh has called on families to get outdoors 
and reconnect with the countryside ahead of a charity 
race-day at Ascot Racecourse later this month. 


T HE Prince’s Countryside Fund Race-day 
will celebrate the conclusion of the Ascot 
jumps season on Sunday, March 29th 
while helping secure a brighter future for British 
farmers and the countryside. 

Boasting a full day of exciting jump racing 
alongside a wide range of countryside-inspired 
activities and Easter entertainment, there will be 
plenty of family-friendly action both on and off 
the track. 

Tindle Newspapers, which is a generous sup¬ 
porter of The Prince’s Countryside Fund and do¬ 
nated £100,000 to the charity last year, will 
sponsor two of the seven races on the day. 

Children get free entry and will be able to meet 
Ant and Dec, ride ponies, try their arm in a welly 
throwing contest and enjoy a petting farm, fal¬ 
conry demonstrations, duck herding and much 
more. 

The Prince’s Countryside Fund was founded in 
2010 by HRH The Prince of Wales who has a 
long-held commitment to supporting Britain’s 
hard pressed rural areas. So far it has given £5 
milli on in grants to 120 projects across the coun¬ 
try, directly benefitting 100,000 people. 

Projects range from apprenticeships for bud¬ 
ding hill farmers, training for young people to 
gain employment in the rural economy, commu¬ 
nity transport schemes in isolated rural areas and 
projects to educate school children about where 
their food comes from and why the countryside 
matters. 

Support the charity's vital work 

Ahead of the big event, Hampshire-based pa¬ 
tron of The Prince’s Countryside Fund and 
much-loved celebrity gardener and novelist Alan 
Titchmarsh has appealed for families to join him 
at Ascot and support the charity’s vital work. 

The former BBC Gardener’s World presenter 
said: “The race-day will be a great family day 
out. I love an occasional flutter and will keep £5 
for each race in my wallet - if anything is left at 
the end of the day that’s a plus! 

“The Prince’s Countryside Fund is a fantastic 
charity that reaches parts of the country other or¬ 
ganisations do not. It is particularly involved in 
making sure rural businesses and organisations 
are kept alive and it’s track record is remarkable. 

“The essence of the fund is to reconnect us with 
the countryside and there is a danger that as we 


THE PRINCE’S 

COUNTRYSIDE 

FUND 


become more and more distant from the country¬ 
side, we will grow to fear it. It is a very practical 
charity and as a great countryman myself I am 
delighted to support it.” 

Mr Titchmarsh first met Prince Charles in 2010 
and, although he does not presume to call the heir 
to the throne “a friend”, since that encounter the 
pair have become close acquaintances. 

He continued: “The Prince has a heart of gold 
and I have enormous respect and a great fondness 
for him. I’ve lost count of the amount of times 
I’ve met his now and I’m sure he’s fed up at the 
sight of me! 

“He takes a lot of flack and it often seems he’s 
damned if he does and damned if he doesn’t. But 
he has the view that he’d much rather be ‘damned 
if he does’, and just gets on with it. 

“People sit up and take notice when he speaks 
and it’s not just lip service. He’s founded umpteen 
charities which are all making a real difference 
and he works harder than anyone I know.” 

Mr Titchmarsh, who is no slouch himself and in 
a tongue-in-cheek nod to his literary career de¬ 
scribes his own relationship with the countryside 
as “intense and daily”, added he shares many of 
the Prince’s views on the plight of rural Britain. 

“The government needs to be more sympathetic 
towards country-dwellers and country-life,” he 
said. “Ninety per cent of the UK is green space 
and metropolitan life feeds of the countryside, 
both spiritually and physically. 

“We forget that the beautiful landscape in this 
country doesn’t look as it does by chance. There 
is not a square metre of the British Isles that is 
not managed in some way by incredibly skilful 
people who willing and able to do so. 

Nature never stands still 

“Sustainability is the key. The landscape 
changes and nature never stands still, but it is im¬ 
portant we face up to change and ensure it is not 
for the worst. 

“That includes building houses on brownfield 
sites with a history of development before we 
spread to green fields and we must also stop 
building on flood meadows and ensure every 
large development is well situated close to ameni¬ 
ties.” 

Politics aside, Mr Titchmarsh also believes 
everyday people can make a difference by taking 
stock of the “remarkably diverse” environment 
all around them and supporting initiatives such as 
The Prince’s Countryside Fund. 

“People should support this because the coun¬ 
tryside is theirs,” he added in a final plug for the 
Ascot race-day. “Everyone should feel a sense of 
ownership and we can all feel better for getting 
out and enjoying the great outdoors. 

“There is no finer place to live than Britain and 
we should reinforce the fact we are incredibly 
lucky in this country by getting out there and 
making the most of it.” 

Race-day tickets can be bought online at 
www.ascot.co.uk or by calling 0844 346 3000, 
with prices starting at £21 per person and children 
under 18 go free of charge. 


rh 

Ascot 

THE PRINCE’S COUNTRYSIDE 
FUND RACEDAY 

CHAMPIONS OF THE COUNTRYSIDE 

- 1 - 

Sunday 29 th March 2015 


& 


Ascot springs into action in support of The Prince’s Countryside 
Fund. A celebration of the British countryside for the whole family 
with duck herding, an Easter egg hunt and the ‘lamb national’, 
as well as the gripping finale to our Jumps season. 

Tickets from £21 pp Children go free 
Fine Dining from £85 pp +VAT 


ascotco.uk 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 


MUSIC • THEATRE ★ PUBS 


Classical roadshow in Chelsea 
will involve up to 2,000 children 


■ DAVID Leonard, 
narrator 


CADOGAN Hall will 
be awash with sea 
shanties in March, 
nearly 2,000 children 
take part in The Battle 
of Trafalgar, an excit¬ 
ing, musical re-enact¬ 
ment of the famous 
battle, presented in 
dramatic form. 

Dressed in sailor 
gear, the children 
from their seats in the 
audience will play the 
part of two ships' companies, HMS 
Victory and Royal Sovereign, 
singing in unison and counter¬ 
point. 

They will be accompanied by The 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
and the concert will feature 
dancers from Central School of 
Ballet. Nelson in person in the 
form of David Leonard will nar¬ 
rate the story. 

David Lyon’s evocative music 
and Teresa Collard's scrupulously 
researched script excitingly re-cre¬ 
ate the events leading to the his¬ 
toric battle, culminating in 
Nelson's death and funeral. 

Hilary Davan Wetton, conductor, 



can be relied on to 
keep a firm grip on 
the battle plan. He is 
best known for his 
Masterclass series on 
Classic FM and Play 
it Again series on 
BBC 1, when he 
taught Jo Brand to 
play the organ. 

He has a fistful of 
awards for the 
recordings of mainly 
neglected English 
composers that he has conducted 
with major London orchestras. 

His core belief for the Classical 
Road Show productions is that 
children learn best through partic¬ 
ipation, gaining in self esteem as 
they learn to love music and the in¬ 
spiriting sound of a live symphony 
orchestra. 

The Classical Roadshow takes 
place at Cadogan Hall on Monday, 
March 23rd at 11.15am and 
1.30pm. The organisers are de¬ 
lighted to announce that Sophie, 
Countess of Wessex will attend the 
performance. Enquiries telephone 
07941 683115/ 07740 436561 or 
concerts @ classicalroadshow.org 


The South Bank’s loss is 
the music world’s gain 



MOVING UP: Emily Lee 


^Established 1981 


Over 57,000 customers! ‘ 
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KD[ra<0 

Limited 


Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 



Celebrating over 34 years of beautiful windows...Guaranteed 

Finance available subject to status, written quotations available on request. 


An extra 

£100 off \ A rated, ANY size, ANY number of openers, White UPVC 

9 «SSV 6 WINDOWS £ 2 , 268 :?.? 
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6 WINDOWS £ 2 , 




All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes Pilkington Energikare saving glass. 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Triple glszing also availabte. Aik for details* 

Knight Road, Strood coyi OQA Open 6 days a week 

(opposite Morrisons) w 1004 090 Monday - Saturday 9 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
24th 
March 


f Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 01795 422 877 n 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 01322 290 525 Do "’ t i us f 9 |a »| 

__ Profile: BS7950BS7413 OUpaglRZe it! 
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““ REGISTERED COMPANY Vf BSEN1 2150-1 

Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 mpi 

Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. *1 perorder. §jpl 
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■— 102.8 


REGISTERED COMPANY 


www.supaglazing.com 


ERE’S the bad news 
for the thousands of 
commuters who hear 
her every day - the South 
Bank is soon to lose its 
favourite singer. 

The good news is that Emily 
Lee, one of the most popular 
buskers in the capital, is mov¬ 
ing on up; with her own 
record coming, key concerts 
and an army of fans joining 
the music business profes¬ 
sionals who say she is set for 
stardom. 

After years of struggling to 
make her break from busking 
beneath Waterloo Bridge, the 
28-year-old singer-song- 
writer, who came to London 
Dick Whittington-style, is fi¬ 
nally finding that the streets 
may be paved with gold for 
her at last. 

Emily’s sets in the city, 
unique and poignant ballads 
about the trials and loneliness 
of single girls, have touched a 
pulse with young women who have found a new 
voice in her superb sad songs, and she’s gone 
from playing for pennies near the London Eye 
to a following of almost 70,000 fans on social 
media. 

Her Facebook fanbase has topped 2,000 and 
66,000 have watched Emily’s series of videos 
on YouTube, where her self-penned songs are 
winning her rave reviews from star-spotters in 
the music business. 

“Emily Lee is totally brilliant,” said David 
Stark, the renowned talent tipster and song pub¬ 
lisher chief of Songlink International. 

“She has one of the best and most natural 
voices that I have heard in years and I am sure 
that she is destined for greatness. Emily is cer¬ 
tainly one to watch out for; her songs are excel¬ 
lent, there’s nobody quite like her out there and 
she’s going to be big.” 

Organisers of the acclaimed West London 
music festival The Han well Hootie think so too; 
they’ve booked Emily as a headliner for the big 
event on March 28th, where she will perform at 
The Fox Marquee and at The Grosvenor. 

But Emily’s coming success will be a loss for 
commuters to whom she’s become a daily fix of 
joy at her busking spot on the South Bank, a 
solitary spot she took to after moving to London 
from Cheltenham to try make her name. 

“I’d always wanted to write but it felt stupid 
before,” said Emily. 

“Sure, I wrote poetry in school and I was really 
good at making things rhyme but I’d never, ever 
written a piece of music. The first song was 
called “Blue”, which is on my upcoming EP, it 
was a poem that I’d written for this guy I was 
seeing. 

“I wanted to read it to him but I ended up play¬ 
ing chords to it. To this day I cannot forget the 
feeling I felt when I finished that song. It was 
like an out of body experience and I knew I 
wanted to do this for the rest of my life. 

“I’ve always loved singing. Most people say 
they forget all their worries and problems when 
they sing but I don’t find that to be true. For me, 


By Geoff Baker 

being able to channel all those emotions I feel is 
amazing. It is the only platform in the world 
where I can say what I want, and feel utterly 
free. I don’t know where that strength came 
from. 

“I was first given a guitar at the age of 14. Un¬ 
fortunately it was electric and had no amp and I 
figured if I couldn’t be noisy I wasn’t going to 
play it. My mother would never have bought me 
an amp so I abandoned the idea of becoming the 
female equivalent of Steve Vai. Fast-forward 11 
years and I’m sat in front of strangers with a gui¬ 
tar in my arms, an acoustic this time. 

“As for my inspirations, they range from coun¬ 
try to blues, pop to rock and pretty much any¬ 
thing in between. I used to listen to my mum’s 
Tina Turner CD a lot growing up and I’ve still 
never heard a voice like it. She has no inhibi¬ 
tions whatsoever; she just gets up and gives it 
everything. I’m also a huge fan of Little Richard, 
after I discovered his music in my early teens I 
couldn’t stop singing his songs for months. Most 
recently I’ve been listening to Joan Baez, Joni 
Mitchell and Sister Rosetta Tharpe, Florence 
and the Machine and US country singer Nikki 
Lane. 

“In my early years there was Eddie Reader fol¬ 
lowed by the powerful voices Celine Dion, 
Whitney Houston and Christina Aguilera. It 
might be difficult to imagine, but I like to think 
that my style uniquely blends this eclectic mix 
of artists, with my own twist and delivery of 
course. 

Terrified 

“I began going to open mics, my first being the 
Camden Head, I remember drinking whiskey 
after whiskey to combat the nerves I was feeling. 
I had never felt more terrified. What was worse 
was that I had no guitar so I would stumble up 
to the microphone and ask politely whether any¬ 
one was able to lend me a guitar, which I pro¬ 
ceeded to play in a clumsy manner. 

“That didn’t matter. As soon as I sang nothing 
mattered. I just felt untouchable. I still do. 

“So for my 25th birthday I bought myself a 
Taylor guitar that I saved for seven months to 
get. I remember passing the money over and 
feeling so nervous, thinking “Well, I’d better 
learn the thing now! 

“Since moving to London straight from uni¬ 
versity, and having grown up in the leafy sub¬ 
urbs of Cheltenham, I have struggled along the 
way to adjust to life in a huge metropolitan city 
like London. I’ve lived in my fair share of ques¬ 
tionable accommodation across the city, and it 
can be tough going living a lifestyle that doesn’t 
really provide any fixed routine. 

“Now I’m in a more balanced and happy place. 
Things can still get tough. I can doubt myself a 
lot at times. I’ll spend time at home rather than 
go out with friends because I want to put my 
money into music. But this job makes me feel 
alive and I want to see how far I can go with 
what I’ve got.” 

Emily Lee’s new EP ‘Don’t Forget to Love’ 
will be released in May on CD and online. She 
will be headlining at The Hanwell Hootie on 
March 28th. For more information, see 
www.facebook.com/EmLeeOfficial and 

www.youtube.com/user/emleeofficial 
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A chocolate Easter treat withJCharlie 
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ITH school Easter holidays fast ap¬ 
proaching I'm often asked which West 
End show is a good one to take children 
to? 

I normally advise either the spectacular Lion 
King, at The Lyceum, or the fabulous Matilda, at 
The Cambridge, but I thought it was about time to 
broaden my horizons and take in the other fairy 
tale big hitter, Charlie and The Chocolate Factory 

at the Theatre Royal _ 

Drury Lane. 

One of my favourite 
venues, which holds 
around 2,000, the The¬ 
atre Royal is beautiful 
and even before the cur¬ 
tain rises on the enor¬ 
mous stage I feel as if I 
have entered a magical 
world. 

Based on Roald 
Dahl's famous book, 
this show has been run¬ 
ning since June 2013 
and received two Olivier 

awards. The mid-week matinee performance was¬ 
n't full and the audience was made up predomi¬ 
nantly by school parties. This was a special signed 
performance with Donna Ruane performing the 
entire show from stage left for those with hearing 
impairment. This isn't the first time I've been to 
this type of performance and they always astound 
me. While the action is taking place as usual on 
stage, the person signing tells the whole story 
adding some movements and facial expressions to 
ensure the hearing impaired are able to enjoy every 
cadence of the show. I really take my hat off to 
these performers. 

As for the rest of the action, well that was great 
too. The only song used from the original film is 
'Pure Imagination' near to the end, with the score 
made up of much more vibrant and mixed music 
than the film's slightly lame soundtrack. There is 
everything from traditional musical theatre to 
street dance with cool and sometimes hilarious 


By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic 



choreography to match, mostly from the fantastic 
Oompa Loompas. The children's characters have 
been cleverly updated, so that the story feels very 
current and the wealth of juvenile talent on show 
was phenomenal. Ewan Rutherford as Charlie 
Bucket was gorgeous and I must also mention Han¬ 
nah Howland as Veruca Salt, who was just so won¬ 
derfully vile. 

The adults were pretty good too, with standby 
Wonka, Ross Dawes giving a charming chee kin ess 
to his portrayal and seasoned West End stars Jose- 
fina Gabrielle, as Mrs Teavee, and Paul J Medford, 
as Mr Beauregarde, both showing they still com¬ 
mand the stage. I particularly enjoyed Gabrielle's 
sneaky hip flask moments, which added to the very 
well written adult themes. I often found I was the 
only person chuckling at this among the predomi¬ 
nantly youthful audience. 

The staging was, as I expected, very good al¬ 
though the first time we saw the factory I would 
have liked a little more of a 'wow' factor after the 
darkness which had preceded it. 

There were also a couple of places where I would 
have liked the action to move a bit faster, and if you 
are taking younger children you might find that 
their attention wanes slightly in places, but gener¬ 
ally this is a really great family show worthy of an 
Easter trip. 


■ A GOLDEN TICKET? 
The cast of Charlie 
and the Chocolate 
Factory with Alex 
Jennings as Willie 
Wonka and Oliver 
Finnegan as Charlie 



Fans of the Fab Four 
dancing in the aisles 


T HERE seems to have been a resurgence of 
the jukebox musical in The West End this 
year. The Kinks' Sunny Afternoon is wow¬ 
ing audiences at The Harold Pinter theatre, 
Mamma Mia! is still packing them in at The Nov- 
ello and the new Carole King musical Beautiful at 
The Aldwych last week received eight Olivier 
award nominations. 

It seems the appetite for nostalgia has once again 
gripped London ticket buying audiences. I was in¬ 
terested, therefore to attend the opening night of 
Let It Be, The Beatles musical's third visit to Lon¬ 
don at the Garrick Theatre. With this type of show 
it always helps if you like the music and I've long 
been a fan of the Beatles' sound. This said, I'm not 
usually keen on the jukebox musical genre, gen¬ 
erally preferring an original score, but I went along 
hoping this tried and tested formula would change 
my mind. 

Before the show began, the multitudes of tourists 
and commuters on Charing Cross Road were 
treated to live music provided by the band from 
the balcony of the theatre. What a fun and exciting 
way to start the evening with, literally, dancing in 
the street. 

Once inside, the performance starts at the Cavern 
Club in 1962 and charts the Fab Four's rise to fame 
through to their eventual breakup in 1969. 

It's a mixture of live music and archive footage 


which is broadcast throughout the auditorium on 
'vintage look' big screens. Although pitched as a 
musical it is really a gig. A very good and very en¬ 
tertaining gig but a gig nonetheless. Having not 
seen the show before I was expecting more stag¬ 
ing, some acting and maybe some dancing but ac¬ 
tually it was a Beatles tribute band playing one of 
the most famous back catalogues in the history of 
pop music. 

Authentic 

The Faux Four themselves were fantastic, and 
although I'm not an expert, their playing and sound 
seemed very authentic. Perhaps a little bit more 
practice at the Scouse accent for the introductions 
could be done to make it feel even more realistic. 

From the very beginning the audience were en¬ 
couraged to stand, take pictures and sing along, 
which the very mixed following did with enthusi¬ 
asm. The atmosphere in the auditorium was elec¬ 
tric with anthems like ' I Want to Hold Your Hand' 
and 'Lucy in the Sky With Diamonds' belting out 
from virtually every seat. 

Fans of the Beatles will no doubt flock to the 
Garrick in droves to once again enjoy this sensa¬ 
tional review of perhaps the most famous British 
music group of all time and, with the tourist sea¬ 
son about to begin, I'm sure this show will be keep 
people dancing in the aisles for the forseeable fu¬ 
ture. 



■ FROM THE CAVERN: To Sergeant Pepper and beyond - Let It Be at the GarrickTheatre 
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VANQUISH 


ICONIC DEVELOPMENTS 


Winkworth s acorn 

New Homes 

020 8655 9530 020 8768 0000 

winkworth.CO.uk acornnewhomes.co.uk 


45-47 Westow Hill\ Crystal Palace SEW ITS 

vanquishid.com 


T.H& .QTrY Trr* AMT r. 

I ^ ICONJC APARTMENTS 

1 —— —_ * ; 


RELEASE Qj 



Prices from £499,995 


THE BEST OF BRITISH URBAN STYLE 


SIX ICONIC TWO BEDROOM WAREHOUSE APARTMENTS 


Block Lockdown is the new edition to the ‘warehouse apartment’ concept successfully developed in 
Crystal Palace by the creators of ‘Jam Central’ and ‘Red Rock’ apartments. Enhancing the signature 
design associated with Vanquish ID, the features include reclaimed prison doors, weathered timber wall 
panelling and winter terraces; making this a truly unique and envious place to live. Selected apartments 
enjoy stunning, unrivalled far reaching views of the city skyline. 
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Articles for Sale 


FOR SALE 

HOTPOINT SILVER 
FRIDGE FREEZER 

55cm WIDE 
FRIDGE 180 
FREEZER 42 
BRAND NEW, 

STILL IN PACKAGING 

£100 ONO 
07766 007 947 


S S D DAMP 
PROOFING 
SPECIALISTS 

Specialises in Treating 
Rising & Penetrating Damp 

Renewal of rotten structural 
timbers as a result of damp. 
Chemical injection and render 
using tried systems. 
Specialists in providing 
horizontal and vertical barriers 
against water ingress. 
Please call for a free 
consultation and 
written estimate, 
m: 07931 536 533 
t: 020 8305 1039 


Articles Wanted 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 


Bargain Buys 


MINI BAKER electric for coun¬ 
tertop with plug/recipe book, 
unused still in boxed package 
£18. White porcelain sink, cur¬ 
rently used in conservatory for 
plants £30, New, kitchen swing- 
bin for rubbish £12. 020 8769 
0597, white, new, 24" high £10. 
020 8769 0597 

DEEP FAT FRYER new, boxed 
£10 ono, Folding Air Walker, 
excellect condition £30 ono, 
Thomas Tank Engine, Island of 
Sudur with trains £5, In Line 
Skates, size 5 (boxed) black £5, 
excellent condition. 07960 782 
292 


RUSSIAN RECORDS 1960's all 
in own box with strap £6 to go. 
Mini Doll's House 14x8", some 
furniture £5. Butler Sink, all 
white, 16x12", presently used to 
house household plant. 020 
8769 0597 

POP UP FOOTBALL NET in 

easy to carry bag (childs) £4, 
new Timberland Boots, blue 
nubuck with ankle padding, size 
3, not worn £15. 07960 782 292 

2 NEW LIGHTWEIGHT FOLD- 
UP SUITCASES (Blue) one 24", 
one 26", new black suitcase 
with wheels 24" £8. Ladies Slips 
(new) full length M&S size 20 £4 
each. Red Sparklets Soda 
Syphon £10. 020 8850 1441 


HENRY HOOVER used 6 times 
only £50. Fold up Wheel-chair 
used twice only £150. Tel: 020 
8670 8559 

BAG OF VARIOUS LINENS 

tray clothes, dressing table 
sets, etc. £15 the lot. Tel: 07435 
074860 or 07716 027 681 

BRAND NEW FOLD UP BIKE 

invented by Sinclair as a 'A' 
frame bike, small wheels, would 
suit the commuter, light weight 
£95. Buyer collects. Check 
Sinclairs bike website first 

DELONGHI EXPRESSO 
MAKER model EC 152, good 
condition, must see and bargain 
at £30. Call 020 7834 4808. 
Buyer collects. Victoria 07554 
857 405 

LADIES CAMEL COAT wool & 
cashmere, very good condition, 
size 16, £20. 010 7723 9244 

LADIES ANKLE BOOTS size 8, 
four pairs, nearly new £25. 020 
7723 9244 


150 CLASSICAL LPS £50 the 

lot. Tel: 010 8961 2289 



SINGLE 3FT BED slatted wood 
frame, plus deluxe mattress, 
very good condition £25. Buyer 
collects. Lewisham area. 020 
8691 6725 



MOUNTAIN BIKE good tyres, 
one new, brakes need attention 
£45. Smaller Mountain Bike, 
brakes needs attention £35. 
07438 512 516 

MEN'S BICYCLE Raciey 26" 
wheel, new condition, hardly 
used, must be seen. £55. Tel: 
020 8330 2792 Morden 



SEVERAL PAIRS OF CUR¬ 
TAINS some lined all over, £60 
drop, some 88 across or more 
£60 ono. 020 8835 9030 



WORKSHOP MANUALS 
(BOOKS) Vauxhall Carlton, 
Renault, Ford Capri, Ford 
Escort, 8 Vauxhall Cavalier 
(1970's & 1980's). £15 the lot, 
will sell separately. Tel: 07435 
074860 or 07716 027 681 

SIX VOLUMES EVERYMAN'S 
ENCYCLOPEDIA £10 in very 
good condition. 020 7633 
0087 



BARGAIN 

CARAVAN 

FOR SALE 


Sited at Harts Holiday 
Park, Isle of Sheppey 
Great family park with 
pool, clubhouse and 
near the beach. 

Only £ 5,500 


Call Rob 

07740247487 


THIRTY 78 RPM RECORDS 

Big bands and jazz bands eg. 
Ted Heath, Bill hayley, Gerry 
Mulligan, Stan Kenton, Harry 
James, Humphrey Lyttleton, 
Perez Prado, Joe Daniels, Joe 
Loss, Ken McKintosh etc. 020 
8540 1941 - SW19 

EIGHTEEN 78 RPM RECORDS 

of music from the 1930's eg. 
Manhattan Melody Makers, Al 
Bennys Broadway Boys, New 
York Night Birds, Ted Summers 
Dance Devils etc. £10 ono. 020 
8540 1941 

OLD FASHIONED VACUUM 
CLEANER (Hooverette), work¬ 
ing Model 2944 (in original box) 
£20. Tel: 07435 074860 or 
07716 027 681 

SUNMAID OLD FASHIONED 
MODEL BUS £10. Tel: 07435 
074860 or 07716 027 681 

VARIOUS NEWSPAPERS 

Magazines of Royal Family, £10 
the lot. Tel: 07435 074860 or 
07716 027 681 



DELONGHI EXPRESSO 
MAKER Model EC152CD - 
Good condition, must see, bar¬ 
gain at £30. SW1P. Tel: 020 
7834 4804. Buyer collects 
(Victoria). 

DYSON CYLINDER AND 
UPRIGHT VACUUM CLEAN¬ 
ERS serviced, bagless. 
Demonstrated working, £35 
each. 020 8692 8449. Can 
arrange delivery. 

HENRY MULTI-FLOOR VACU¬ 
UM CLEANER Demonstrated 
working, clean machine £35. 
Could arrange delivery. Tel: 020 
8692 8449 

HOTPOINT AQUARIUS 6kg, 
1200 spin, 8 months old, vgc 
£50. Buyer collects. Borough 
SE1.07926 352 449 

HALOGEN OVEN unwanted 
gift, still in box. £35 ono. (guar¬ 
anteed one year) with £5 gift 
voucher. 020 8857 8060 




FIFTEEN 78 RPM RECORDS 

by Frankie Laine on Columbia 
and Phillips labels, includes his 
hit songs of the period and 
some rare ones. £10 ono. 020 
8540 1941 - SW19 


WHITE BUSH MICROWAVE 

model BMX608 size (h) 29.5, w), 
45.8 (I). £18, VHS Sony VCR 
SLV-E220 RMTV2070E remote 
inc. £17, Bush Video 220-240v- 
50hz, VCR 903 inc. remote £17. 
020 8670 4682 



LADIES BEAUTIFUL YELLOW 
CARDIGAN with round neckline 
with gathered short sleeves and 
a chiffon belt, button through at 
front, brand new, size 18. £10. 
Tel: 020 8682 0771 


MENS BLACK RUBBERIZED 
MACKINTOSH medium size, 
pockets, belt, needs some 
attention £75. Ring/text 07855 
247 801 


LADIES SINGLE BREASTED 
SHEEPSKIN COAT dark 
brown, 3/4 length, size 14/16 
(Parr & Co of Leicester) £55. 
020 8693 4158 


EIGHT STUNNING BLACK 
AND CREAM DRESSES size 
10-14. Immaculate cond. Must 
see £25 p/d. Various designs: 
07534 509 214 


LADIES GLAMOROUS 

EVENING JACKET zip up front, 
very smart, brand new, size 10. 
£25 (cost a lot more). Tel. 020 
8682 0771 


LADIES MAROON SILK SKIRT 

with flower pattern in material, 
brand new, size 18, knee length 
£10. Tel: 020 8682 0771 



DINING ROOM TABLE dark 
brown varnished wood, extend¬ 
ing sideways for family/student 
meals £22. Tall white swing lid 
rubbish bin, new £12. 
Scratching post on firm 
pedestal, with playball, teaches 
your cat to stop scratching fur¬ 
niture. 020 8769 0597 


5 GEMINI BAR STOOL chrome 
plated metal frame, black faux 
leather seat, swivels, vgc. £8 
each, (Argos price £32.99) 
each. 2 wooden stools, brown 
leather seats, fair condition £7 
the pair. 07864 709 397 


SOFA Bailey leather 
effect/jumbo cord, right hand 
from Argos £70. Top Glass 
Dining Table £30. In good con¬ 
dition. 020 8664 6628 / 07895 
345 163 


TWO FAIRLY LARGE ARM¬ 
CHAIRS wear and tear show¬ 
ing, but still comfortable. £7 
each (matching pair). 07737 132 
689 


3 SEATER SETTEE sand 
colour, as new £95, also glass 
display cabinet £25. 020 7733 
0623 Brixton 



GARDEN PATIO SET oblong 
toughened glass top 
120cmx75cm, folding chairs 
with armrests, parisol, never 
used, reason for sale, moved 
from house to flat £75. Hardly 
used. Tel: 020 8692 8449 

FLYMO HOVER SUPERGLIDE 

360 electric, built-in grass box, 
in manufacturers box, 

Demonstrated working, 2015 
model. Unwanted gift. £75. 
Could arrange delivery. Tel: 020 
8692 8449. 


ECKMAN 2 STROKE PETROL 
GARDEN TILLERERY cultiva¬ 
tor model, PTC1, instruction 
manual, used three times. Like 
new. 020 7737 6144 / 07443 
522 247 



Free Beer Voucher Contact 
John for details mitroserg@hot- 
mail.co.ok 



EALING ANIMAL 
WELFARE BAZAAR 

Saturday 7th March 
10.30am-4pm 
Hanwell Methodist Church 
Church Road, W71DJ 

Over 30 participating charities 
www.animalwelfarebazaar.info 

★ ADMISSION FREE ★ 


FOOTBALL 

PROGRAMMES 

WANTED 

CASH PAID 
FOR ANY PRE 1970 
LARGE COLLECTIONS 
(300 PLUS) 

AFTER 1970 ALSO CONSIDERED 

TEL: 020 8560 7816 


Clairvoyants & Psychic Events 



MARTIN 

Clairvoyant & 
Tarot Card Reader 

Help with past, present 
and future matters. 
Help and guidance 
with personal & 
business matters. 
Handwritten readings by 
post £20 

T: 01797 226 751 
M: 07729 600 373 


MINI STAY 
HOST FAMILIES 

Accommodation needed for 
short stay students. 

4 nights per week up to 

£60 night tax free. 
Starting in March 
07879 228 753 
0203 685 1323 
07876 677 465 



Health & 
Beauty 
(Leisure) 



BO’S NHB 


An Acupuncture 
& Wellness Clinic 

12pm-8pm 

020 7460 2324 

32 Phillimare Walk, W8 7SA 

BO’S NHB 

Laser Hair Removal 
and Skin 

Rejuvenation Clinic 
12pm-8pm 
020 3371 9814 

32 Phillimare Walk, W8 7SA 

BO’S NHB 

Therapeutic 
Massage Clinic 

12pm-8pm 

020 7460 2324 

32 Phillimare Walk, W8 7SA 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS 

cut 

020 0?60 4920 
or 

020 0?60 4922 


T 1 J|. T*T WEEKLY 

London® News 




To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 

Telephone Number inc. Code . ^1 Aj^SIFICATIQN 

Town. . 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . . 

. ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 

. LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 

. ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

London Weekly News, FREE ADS 020 8768 4931 

Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS private advertisers only. 
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t AJ * 
| PLASTERING | 

j Reliable Service j 
*• No job too small i 

j Please call Alan j 

J 07597 663 838 J 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

cm 

020 e?ee 4920 

020 0160 4922 


AFFORDABLE 
DECORATING & 
PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Fully Insured 
Family-run business 

Kitchen & Bathrooms 
Painting/Decorating 
Flooring/Tiling 
and all your building 
needs! 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


Building 


Local Builders 

• Loft conversions • Extensions • Bathrooms 

• Kitchens • Painting & decorating 

• Brickwork • Gardening • Roofing & fencing 

020 8765 9169 
07856 542 637 

www.jkbuilders.org.uk 


A.S.BUILDERS 

A BUILDING FIRM OF OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE, BASED IN WEST LONDON 
Building, Plastering, 
Plumbing, Tiling, 
Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Loft conversions, Extension, 
Refurbishment, 
Painting & Decorating. FMB 
call John: 

07979 478 005 
02089 925 724 


Carpentry 


CARPENTER 

Fitted Wardrobes • Flooring Laid 
Doors and Windows 
Extensions • Kitchens Fitted 

Please call Morris 07814 328 542 




l Ace Building & ’ 
IDecorating Servicesl 

I Handyman Services, I 

I Electrical, Plastering, I 

I Gardening, Roofing I 

| First Half Hour Service I 
j FREE for OAP j 

I 020 8393 6346 ■ 
■ 07956 230 760 J 



CARPET 

CLEANING 

Professional 
reliable service 
Fully insured 

07717 527 017 



INSPIRE 

CLEANING 


Free quotations. 

House clearance. Gardening 
All cleaning requirements. 
Liability insurance cover. 

Try us for an Immaculate clean. 
Call Cheryl 
07521 937 347 
07783 062 399 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CUl 

020 8768 4928 
028 8768 4922 



sica « 

switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 

All aspects of Electrical 

Work undertaken in a 
professional and 
reliable manner. 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 

All work carried out in 
a professional and 
reliable manner. 

07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 


AJB ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 

ALL INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN. QUICK, 
RELIABLE SERVICE. 

GUARANTEED 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
NICEIC APPROVED 

020 8694 9924 
07860 770 643 


UK 

LANDSCAPES 


Fencing, Paving! 
Rough Gardens put 
into order! 
Driveways & Patios 
cleaned and resealed 


020 8333 4289 
87533 189 157 



General Builders 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Plumbing, 
Electrics, Tiling, Painting, Paper 
Hanging, Carpentry & Flooring. 
No job too big/small 
18 years experience in 
building trade 
Professional & prompt 
Call Ralph for a free quote 

020 8688 1416 
07828 684 746 


HANDYMAN 

Do all sorts of carpentry, plumbing, 
electrical, painting, decorating, fitting, 
fixing, assembling, hanging and other 
specialised and general handyman jobs! 
ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED AND 
CARRIED OUT TO THE HIGHEST 
STANDARDS 
FREE ESTIMATE 
PLEASE CALL PITER: 

07826 544 067*07878 078 867 



AFFORDABLE 

REMOVALS 

House 

Clearance 

Furniture 

Bought 

All Areas 
Covered 

Family run since 1987 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


Help your Mums’ 
and Dads’ 
Charity's Pop-In! 
Donate all items incl. 

Re-usable furniture 
Free collections 
Ring DAGE 
020 8691 8823 


TO 

ADVERTISE 

YOUR 

RUSINESS 


CALL 





Decorating 

and 

Interior Alterations 

Plastering, Carpentry, 
Painting and Paperhanging, 
Building Repairs 

Call Bernard 

07874 337 964 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

cut 

020 8168 4920 

or 

020 8768 4922 


Plumbing & Heating 



FEMALE PLUMBER 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
REASONABLE RATES. 

CALL MARINA 
07940 817 772 

ALL AREAS OF SE LONDON 
COVERED 


VACANCIES 

FILL FASTER 

with an advert in the 

Tel: 020 8768 4923 


Lowest Hourly rates in 
London Guaranteed! 

Same day on-time Service 
Small & Large work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial 
Unique online booking calendar 

Tel: 020 3514 1475 

clickbookfix.co.uk 

"Why go anywhere else" 


Roofing & Guttering 


ABSTRACT 

ROOFING & BUILDING 


• New Roofs & Repairs • Slates • Tiles 
• Chimneys • UPVC Guttering, Soffits & Fascias 
• Exterior Painting Specialists 
• Free Estimates Given • Flat Roofs 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 


FREE PHONE: 0800 334 5751 & 
MOBILE: 07952 583 170 


SC Roofing 

Fibreglass Flat Roof Specialists 

25 years guaranteed 

Traditional felt flat roof, new tiled roofs and 
Upvc Fascia - Soffit and Gutter replacement 
All roof repairs undertaken. No job too small 

07956 311 218 / 01895 770 103 

scroofinguxbridge.co.uk 

Live link refrences 160 ratedpeople.com/profile/sc-roofing 
www.scroofing @ btinternet.com 




GIRAFFE 
SCAFFOLDING 

Your local professional, reliable, 
affordable, scaffolding company 

Call us today for your 
no obligation quote 

07855 451 699 

Unit 26, Sleaford Industrial Estate, 
Sleaford Street, London SW8 5AB 

email: 

giraffe.scaffolding@btconnect.com 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALL 

020 8168 4920 
020 8168 4922 


AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


Storage & Removals 


ONE 

STOP & 



Highly secure storage facility 
with mailbox hire & packaging supplies 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS 

CALL 

020 0760 4920 

or 

020 8768 4922 



MAN WITH XXL 
LUTON VAN 
Commercial 
Removals 
1 Hour £30 
Min 2 hours 
GOOD VALUE 
Reliable+Friendly 
service 
CALL JAMES 
07961 192 525 
0800 211 8623 


MEGA CHEAP 
MAN & VAN 

£25 P/H 

Extra men £10 P/H - P/M 
Single items from £20 
Reliable, trustworthy 
and friendly. 

Call 07943 120 694 
megacheap@hotmail.com 

www.megacheap.biz 

**min booking of 2 hours** 


J R MORTIMER 

Family business for 
over 60 years 
Large/small removals 
Local/long distance 
Friendly & helpful service 
Free estimates 
Phone 020 8856 3982 
john.mortimer@hotmail.co.uk 


VAN & 2 MEN WILL MOVE 
ANYTHING ANYTIME. 07941 
072 332/0208 309 7223 



UD 

HW 

MB 

WW 

CALL 

020 

0760 

4923 
or 

020 

8768 

4924 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS, 
RECRUITMENT, 
EDUCATION, 
SERVICES, 
FAMILY & 
PUBLIC 
NOTICES 
CALL 

020 

8768 

4931 

OUR STAFF ARE 
WAITING TO 
TAKE YOUR 
CALL! 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard Conditions agreed between the 
Newspaper Society and the Institute of Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descriptions relating to goods are 
accurate and in no way contravene the provisions of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the 
Fair Trading Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 
Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities must conform to the Consumer Credit 
(Advertisements) Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, commercial or trade nature 
will, at the discretion of the Publishers, be deemed 'Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must 
include their names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addition to these 
requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977, Trade Advertisers must 
make it clear that they are selling goods in the course of business either by content, format, 
size or place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, ‘dealer’, ‘agent’, 
‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage however caused aris¬ 
ing out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or day / dates specified by the 
advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the day / date or day / dates 
specified by the Advertiser but insertion days / dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons the advertisement will be 
charged to the nearest full centimetre. This will NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, 
which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to vary it in any way they 
deem fit, at any time before publication, whether or not the advertisement has already been 
accepted for publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertisements, mistakes do sometimes 
occur. Advertisers or their agents should therefore check their advertisements and inform us 
of any errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more than one incorrect 
insertion. Typographical or minor changes, which do not affect the value of the advertisement, 
do not qualify for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi-display) are subject to and 
include a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the Advertising Standards 
Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the advertise¬ 
ment appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for remaining insertions shall be 
revised accordingly or the publishers shall have the right to cancel the unexpired portion of 
the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the publisher shall be entitled to 
levy a 10% surcharge on the value of the whole debt in respect of accounts with terms 
of less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed terms will pay an interest 
rate of 6% above the current bank of England base rate for each month that the 
account is overdue and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. Should Legal action be required the interest will be charged in accordance 
with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent to act on their behalf, the 
advertiser will remain jointly and severally liable for payment in respect for an advertise¬ 
ments) should the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the agent acts for 
the advertiser and not for the publisher with the agent being responsible for notifying the 
advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the accounts department of the pub¬ 
lisher within 7 days of the invoice date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the publishers' hosting service 
providers. Every effort is made to ensure the continuity of these services, but some occasion¬ 
al technical downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher and its associ¬ 
ated companies shall be under no liability if the production and distribution of web services is 
delayed or prevented by any cause beyond the control of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published advertisements in electronic 
form only subject to certain criteria. Further information is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially by the Publishers belong to 
the Publishers. Advertisers may not reproduce such advertisements without the Publishers' 
consent. 

Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not available for distribution of 
trade canvassing matter. Original testimonials, goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any 
kind must not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as part of the 
advertisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertisements, other than 
Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone number alone are not permit¬ 
ted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a credit search at a credit-refer¬ 
encing agency, which will record the fact that a search has been made. We may need to 
share your information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. However, we will 
only use the information from these searches to make credit-granting decisions and, if nec¬ 
essary, for fraud prevention or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and analysis. We may share your 
information with other Tindle Group Newspaper companies or carefully selected third parties. 
We, or they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may be of interest to 
you. The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of com¬ 
munication. Calls may be recorded or monitored for training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult services, which are outlined to 
all persons submitting such advertisements. 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 


Call: 


0208 768 4919 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 



OUT OF 
WORK? 


Join Job Seekers Club 
57-59 Trinity Road 
SW17 7SD 


Ring Walter: 

020 7738 2455 

walter.coles@btinternet.com 



ASSISTANT NURSERY 
COOK 

Required for a private day 
nursery in Brockley, 
Lewisham SE4 
Mon-Fri 

8.30am - 2.30pm 
Salary £6.75 per hour 
Freephone: 

0500 053 937 



The Leathermarket JMB, Leathermarket 
a Tenant Managed 
Housing Organisation 
is seeking: 

Estate Services Manager 

The Leathermarket JMB is a resident-run 
organisation managing 1500 homes in 
Bermondsey near London Bridge. We are 
looking for an enthusiastic Estate Services 
Manager to ensure we continue to provide a 
high quality estates cleaning and gardening 
service. Experience of managing/ supervising 
staff and knowledge of estates cleaning 
and/or gardening is essential. The successful 
candidate will be able to demonstrate their 
ability to lead and motivate staff. 

Salary: £33,579 per annum 

Location: SE1 3HN, Bermondsey, London. 

Hours: 36 per week. 

Annual Leave: 26 days per year plus bank 
holidays. 

Closing Date: Applications must be 
received by 9am on Monday 6th April 2015 

CV’s will not be considered. 

Request an application pack by calling 
020 7450 8000 or emailing 
enquiries@leathermarketJMB.org.uk 



Early Years Teacher/QTS 
with sound knowledge of 
EYFS and Ofsted required 
for a private day nursery in 
Brockley, Lewisham SE4. 

Salary negotiable. 

Also Apprentices to train 
for NVQ3. 

Freephone: 0500-053-937 
or email 

aillian@catherinehousedavnurserv.com 


2 Vacancies-LEVEL 3 
& MODERN 
APPRENTICE 

required for private Day 
Nursery in Brockley 

020 8691 0497 



NOTICES 
PLEASE 
CALL 
020 8768 
4919 


Handyperson 


Do you have excellent DIY skills and a 
passion for supporting older people? 

Age UK Wandsworth is looking for an 
experienced and enthusiastic handyperson, 
used to undertaking a wide range of practical 
work in people's homes. You will need to have 
strong interpersonal skills and enjoy working 
with older people. 

For further details and an application pack 
please see our website 
www.ageukwandsworth.org.uk 

or call the office on 0208 877 8940. 

No CVs or agencies please. 

Closing date: 

Wednesday 15th April 2015 at 5pm 
Interview date: 

Wednesday 29th April 2015 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS, 
RECRUITMENT, 
EDUCATION, 
SERVICES, 
FAMILY & PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

CALL 

020 8768 
4939 

OUR STAFF ARE 
WAITING TO TAKE 
YOUR CALL! 



Lilian Baylis 


Lilian Baylis 
Technology School 

"An outstanding school 
in all aspects" 

OfSTED 2013 



Maths Assistant 

Term time only 

Pt 10-14 at £9.72ph based on 
29.5hrs per week for 39 weeks. 
Additional hours available 


Required an enthusiastic graduate to support 
students learning maths. You will be required 
to: Support students achieve in lessons 
Tutor students for GCSE and A-Levels 
Candidates must have a relevant Maths A level 
or Maths degree. 

The above post to start as soon as possible. 
Application forms and details can only be 
obtained from www.lilianbaylis.com 
Application forms must be submitted by email 
only to recruitment@lilianbaylis.com by 
9am Monday 9th March 2015. Lilian Baylis 
Technology School, 323 Kennington Lane, 
London SE11 5QY 


The successful candidate will be required to 
abide by the school policy for safeguarding 
children including an enhanced Disclosure 
Barring Service check. 



Professional PCV/PSV bus licence 
holders for 

Sightseeing Tours 

(based at Wandsworth Garage, London SWI8) 

We are looking for Drivers to work at our Wandsworth 
Depot from April 2015 (although initially offered a 
seasonal contract, extensions and conversion to all year 
will be available upon successful completion of 
probation). 

Current earnings are: - 

•Average earnings for a 5-day week £700.00 
(more in the summer) 

• £13.24 basic hourly pay, including fulfilment bonus 

• Work rest day rates, £ 16.21 per hour, £ 18.85 per hour 
(June to August) 

• Plus commission 

• Paid from sign on to sign off 

• Customers who are looking to enjoy their tour of 

London 

• Great team spirit 

"If you're good... you're welcome" 
Interested? 

Please call us on 020 8877 2195 

for an application form 

(would suit those living within the M25 area or Surrey) 
or email us at jobs.drivers@theoriginaltour.com 
with your contact details 


Curtain Fixer required for International 
Curtain Company based in SW2 


Some experience of woodwork and knowledge of power 
tools would be an advantage, though training will be given. 
Good communication skills also essential. Full driving licence 
(preferably over 25 years old, for insurance purposes) 
and DBS checks required. 

Please contact Susan Akehurst on 

020 8671 7629 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALL 

020 8768 4920 
or 

020 8768 4922 



Here’s your chance to become an integral 
member of the team at a community managed 
and genuinely community-centric estate in 
South London. Your practical skills, committed 
approach and helpful, friendly personality will 
be highly valued by the people living here. And 
because you’ll be in daily, direct contact with 
residents, you’ll also have an important role in 
reporting issues and concerns. This is a place where 
you can see the positive impact of your work all around you. 


Grounds Maintenance Operative 

£17,128 pa + 10% pension contribution 

You’ll look after the upkeep of the grounds, gardens and hedges on 
the estate - using your initiative and experience in a similar gardening 
or grounds maintenance role. 


Repairs & Maintenance Officer 

£25,000 pa + 10% pension contribution 

You will be providing a general repairs and maintenance service to 
tenants and leaseholders, (including carpentry and plumbing jobs) 
in a flexible, friendly way. This calls for relevant experience and, ideally, 
a recognised trade qualification. 

For more information, please see details on the two above roles at 
www.cowleyrmo.org/news or for a full job description 
and application form, please email response@wdad.co.uk 


Building Surveyors 

Cowley RMO is also inviting expressions of interest from qualified 
building surveyors to assist the organisation with void preparation and 
assessment of works. We are seeking to engage a suitably qualified 
contractor on an ‘as required’ basis offering a competitive day rate. 

If you wish to be considered for this role, please email A. Ogunwa at 
cowley@lambeth.gov.uk with details of your experience, 
relevant qualification and expected remuneration. 


V. 


Closing date for all posts: noon, 20th March. 

Cowley RMO is an equal opportunities employer and welcomes 
applications from under-represented groups. 


J 



Alleyn’s School 

Townley Road, Dulwich, London SE22 8SU 

Clubhouse Manager 

(Full time, flexibility essential) 

This leading HMC co-educational school seeks a Clubhouse Manager to run an 
offsite sports facility and bar, used predominantly by former pupils and by third- 
parties booking the premises for a range of events. 

The chosen candidate will coordinate the premises in addition to managing 
several bar events and cleaning staff.They will also ensure that the facilities are 
maintained to the highest standards and successfully manage relationships with a 
wide range of users from within the school and local community. 

Candidates will have excellent organisational and communication skills and will 
be used to working independently. It is vital that candidates can work flexibly as 
a large amount of work will need to be carried out at weekends and evenings. 
Previous experience of running a similar amenity or experience in an events or 
catering background would be advantageous. 

The salary for this post will be in the range of £22,000-£28,000 per annum. 

Closing date for applications: Monday March 23rd at 5pm 

Full job description and application details may be downloaded from our website 

www.alleyns.org.uk , by contacting Human Resources on 020 8613 5016 or 

hradmin@alleyns.org .uk 


The school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. The 
successful applicant will be subject to an enhanced DBS check. Alleyn’s is an equal 
opportunities employer. 


Drivers/Distribution 


Redwing Coaches are looking for experienced 

PCV COACH DRIVERS 

Full/Part Time. Based in Herne Hill. Over 25 with 
2 years experience, customer focused, holder of Driver 
CPC and Digicard, must be able to communicate 
effectively in English, verbally and in writing. 
Contact Andy Hodge 

020 7733 1124 

Email: recruitment@redwing-coaches.co.uk 


School Chefs/Cook 
& GA's 

Required 
Biggin Hill & 

West Wickham &SE I 
School Term Time 
Working - Perm positions 
See 

www.independentcatering.co.uk 
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BMW on Motability 


Stephen James 
Blackheath 



The Ultimate 
Driving Machine 


OUR RANGE IS WITHIN YOURS. 

FROM ONLY £899 ADVANCE PAYMENT*. 

To help choose the right BMW for you, please contact our Motability Sales Specialist on 020 8318 6868. 



Stephen James Blackheath 

Lee Terrace, Blackheath 
London SE13 5DL 

020 8318 6868 www.stephenjamesblackheathbmw.co.uk 


BMW EfficientDynamics 

Less emissions. More driving pleasure. 


Official fuel economy figures for the BMW range available on the Motability Car Scheme: Urban: 34.9-64.2mpg (8.1 -4.41/100km). 

Extra Urban: 55.4-83.1 mpg (5.1-3.4 l/100km). Combined 45.6-74.3mpg (6.2-3.8 l/100km). CO 2 emissions 145-99g/km . Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. 

*The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of either the 
Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will be taken in lieu of the four 
weekly rental. Terms and conditions apply and are available on request. Model shown: 114d Sport 5-Door Sport Hatch available with £1299 advance payment. BMW EfficientDynamics reduces emissions without compromising performance developments and is standard across the model range. 



MINI AND MOTABILITY. THE PERFECT MATCH. 

MINI COOPER 
COUNTRYMAN FROM 



CALL STEPHEN JAMES BLACKHEATH MINI ON 020 8318 6868 

LEE TERRACE, BLACKHEATH, SE13 5DL - WWW.SJBLACKHEATHMINI.CO.uk 

Official Fuel Economy Figures for the new MINI Countryman Range: Urban 27.2-60.1 mpg (10.4-4.7 1/100km). Extra Urban 47.9-72.4 mpg (5.9-3.9 l/100km). Combined 37.7-67.3 mpg (7.5-4.2 l/100km). C02 Emissions 175-111 g/km. Fig¬ 
ures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. *The new MINI Countryman is available from £99 Advance Payment under the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Model featured is the new MINI Cooper Countryman. All prices are 
correct at time of going to print for orders placed and accepted between 1 st Janand 31 st March 2015. The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations 
Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of 
the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will betaken in lieu of the four weekly rental. Terms and con¬ 
ditions apply and are available on request. 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 
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Fears grow for 
abject Hoops 


A DISMAL 
3-1 defeat 
at London 
rivals Crystal 
Palace last 
Saturday has only 
deepened QPR’s 
relegation fears. 

The performance, as 
abject as the result 
itself, represented a new 
low in a miserable 
season. It doesn’t bode 
well for their fading 
survival hopes when 


manager Chris Ramsey 
admits that Palace - 
hardly world-beaters 
themselves with just one 
home win in eight 
games - showed more 
desire than the away 
side. 

Cruise-control 

Palace were in cruise- 
control with a 3-0 lead 
by half-time. It took 
until the 70th minute for 
QPR to gain their first 
corner and when Charlie 
Austin aimed his header 


• JUNIOR FOOTBALL 

Enter the Dragons 

S PORT in the local community is very 

important and perhaps no-one in this area 
is doing more to provide a structured, well 
organised platform for the next generation of 
footballers than Kensington Dragons FC. 

KD started in 2001 with children and parents 
having a regular kick around in Kensington 
Memorial Park on Saturday afternoons. The players 
all wanted to play regular 11 -a-side football and 
join a club. After some hard work from parents and 
players with the financial support of a local 
company "Clarendon" Kensington Dragons were 
formed. The club has expanded over the years and 
now has six youth sides playing in the Harrow 
Youth League and two adult teams contesting the 
Middlesex County Football League. 

The club is run by an annually elected 
management committee made up by its players 
and coaches. They operate within FA child 
protection guidelines and have an appointed Child 
Protection Officer. Each individual team is run by a 
manager, together with an FA qualified coach and 
usually an assistant or two. 

KD play home games at three different grounds: 
Kensington Memorial Park in St, Mark's Road, W10 
6LH; Linford Christie Outdoor Sports Centre, 
Wormwood Scrubs, Artillery Way, W12 OAF; and 
London Marathon Playing Fields Greenford, 

Birbeck Avenue, Greenford, UB6 8LS. 

As the season enters its final stages an unusual 
number of Dragons youth teams are poised to win 
their division or gain promotion. Here is the latest 
round-up: 

*The first team beat Assyria 2-1 away in a 
welcome win. 

* Reserves drew 4-4 away v. Sporting Hackney 
Reserves. 

* U16As drew 0-0 v.Wealdstone Youth at Linford 
Christie Stadium. 

* U16Bs also drew 1-1 away v.Wealdstone Youth 
away to boost their title chances. 

* U15As beat The Heath 3-2 away in a top of the 
table clash. KD went 2-0 up but The Heath scored 
either side of half-time to level. Dragons regained 
the lead with 20 minutess to play and showed 
great determination to hold on for the win. 

* U15Bs beat Wealdstone Youth 6-0. Dragons led 
2-0 at half time before pulverising Wealdstone with 
another four after the break. KD are now well 
placed for a joint-first or second place. 

* U13s beat Ruislip Rangers 6-0 at St Mark's Park. 
It could have been a lot more but Dragons lost 
their shape when it was 6-0 at half-time. 

* U1 Is lost to Wembley away. 

For more info about Kensington Dragons FC, visit 
their website at www.kensingtondragons.net. You 
will find details about KD’s Youth Development 
Programme, which offers players aged 16-21 the 
opportunity to gain FA-approved qualifications in 
coaching and refereeing football, first aid and 
child welfare. 



L0FTUS ROAD 
RANGERS REVIEW 

With Tony McDonald 


straight into the arms of 
Palace keeper Speroni, 
was their first effort on 
target. 

The Hoops have the 
worst away record in the 
Premier League this 
season and they 
struggled all over the 
pitch on the way to a 
13th defeat in 14 games 
on their travels. 

It leaves them four 
points from safety, 
although still within 
sight of relegation- 
threatened Aston Villa, 
Hull City and 
Sunderland. 

Ramsey said: “The 
first-half key moments 
really put us on the back 
foot and the way we 


defended was really 
disappointing. It killed 
the game before we 
could get into it. It 
wasn’t about protection 
for the defence. What 
we needed to do was to 
track the runners. 
Sometimes it’s over by 
the time you begin 
getting back in the 
game.” 

Goal of the 
season contender 

Matt Phillips struck 
one of the goals of the 
season in the 83rd 
minute when he fired 
home a dipping right- 
foot shot from 40 yards 
but it was no more than 


a consolation strike. 

“Matty’s goal was 
fantastic, as good a strike 
as you’ll see, but it was 
too little, too late, for 
us,” Ramsey added. 

QPR will have to show 
a massive improvement 
in their last nine games 
to escape the drop, 
starting with this 
Sunday's home fixture 
with Everton. 

Despite R’s lack-lustre 
display that was as 
anaemic as their all- 
white kit at Selhurst 
Park, Ramsey insists his 
players haven’t thrown 
in the towel. “They’re 
still unified in what 
we’re trying to do and all 
we can do is keep 
fighting,” he says. 

“I know there are 
Rangers fans out there 
whose weekend will 
have been spoilt by this 
result. They live, die and 
breath football every 
weekend and that’s what 
hurts me the most. 

“We knew it was a 
mammoth task to stay 
up. We are now relying 
on other people which 
you don't want to do. But 
until we get to a 
mathematical point 
where we can’t survive, 
we are going to keep 
going.” 


Cricket appeal 


• CRICKET 

Kensington & Chelsea CC 

KENSINGTON and Chelsea 
Cricket Club is a friendly, social 
and ethnically diverse club with 
players of all nationalities. Their 
picturesque home ground is in 
Chiswick, W4 2SH and they play 
league and friendly matches around 
west and north-west London, 
Middlesex and Surrey. 

They operate three teams on Saturday 
and one on Sunday. Two teams compete 
on Saturdays in Middlesex 
Championship Division 2, while a third 



Kensington Dragons Under-13s football team 


XI plays friendlies and a Sunday team 
contests the Middlesex Sunday League 
(Div 1) against various London clubs, 
having won promotion last year. 

Whether you are the more serious 
player looking for a regular game or just 
a casual 'slogger' looking for an 
occasional match and a few beers 
afterwards, KCCC Men’s Cricket is the 
place for you. Training is at Paddington 
Recreational Ground on Wednesday 
evening between 7.00 and 9.00, so feel 
free to pop in. 

Going on tour 

Club manager Nadim Haider told 
LWN Sport: “Our first 
league matches are on 
May 10 but before then 
we will be playing 
friendlies and on the 
weekend of April 18-19 
we will be taking a squad 
on tour to 
Gloucestershire.” 

For more info about 
what KCCC has to offer, 
phone Nadim on 07703 
150 567 or email him at 
nadim_haider 
@yahoo.com 



QPR's Matt Phillips Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 

Walker expecting 
‘twists and turns’ 


■ From back page 

“It's their’s to lose but 
it’s going to be tough as 
you get close to the end 
of the season. 
Southampton proved on 
Sunday what a good 
side they are, they 
defended for their lives 
at the end as Chelsea 
threw everything at 
them.” 

Chelsea go to Hull 
City on Sunday and 
Walker feels that his old 
club should not think 
too far ahead. 

“You have to take one 
game at a time,” he 
suggests. “Hull will be a 
difficult match. They 
will be in Chelsea 
players’ faces from the 
start. Chelsea will have 
to go with their game 
plan and hopefully it 
works for the full 90 
minutes.” 

Mourinho believes that 
the players who have 
got them this far this 
season should be 
allowed to finish the job 
off and much is made of 
the experience the likes 
of John Terry can bring 
to the side. Walker, 
however, feels that the 
younger players in the 
squad don’t need 
coaxing along. 


“It’s a funny thing 
about experience. You 
have players who have 
done it and got the T- 
shirt. Then you have 
other players who 
haven’t been there and 
try to emulate the big 
stars around them and 
they can get things 
wrong,” he said. “That’s 
when the big stars come 
in and cover for them. 

Creative ones 

“But it is a team game 
and we need to 
understand that while 
the experienced players 
are holding things 
together, it might be the 
less experienced players 
who are the creative 
ones and scoring the 
goals. 

“If they do that, and 
stay together as a team, 
I’m sure Chelsea can 
come away from Hull 
with the points.” 

Chelsea could, if they 
win their game in hand, 
be nine points clear of 
second place, so where 
does Walker feel the title 
would be won? 

“Don’t forget Chelsea 
have a superior goal 
difference too,” he 
added. “I think Chelsea 


Blue & White 
In Brief 

■ CHELSEA Under-18s 
began their elite play-off 
round stage of their 
league campaign with a 
6-4 victory at Tottenham 
on Saturday. 

A hat-trick from sub 
Tammy Abrahams in the 
last 15 minutes, after 
two goals from Ike Ugbo 
and one from Ruben 
Sammut, got Blues off to 
the best possible start. 

Chelsea: Thompson, 
Wakefield, Suljic, 
Clarke-Salter (Dasilva 
63), Grant, Sammut, Ali, 
Boga (Abraham 63), 
Palmer (Scott 68), Ugbo, 
Musonda. 

■ QPR Under-18s were 
beaten 4-2 at Ipswich 
Town on Saturday. 


look to the end of the 
season as being a 
difficult time. Now we 
have a busy Easter 
period coming up where 
there could be some 
strange results. For me, 
the turning point was 
when Chelsea played 
Everton a few weeks ago 
at the Bridge. It was then 
I felt Chelsea would win 
the title. They got a late 
winner that day. 

“We are now in pole 
position and all of the 
games between now and 
the end are big games 
and could result in 
Chelsea winning the 
league. But the same can 
be said of other sides as 
well. There is lots to play 
for and there will be a 
few twists and turns 
before the season is 
over.” 

Chelsea face Liverpool 
at Stamford Bridge with 
three games to go. Could 
that be the title clincher? 

“It could be,” said 
Walker. “I scored two or 
three times against them, 
so that would be nice. 

But I would like to think 
that with the points 
advantage we have now, 
plus the game in hand, 
by the time the Liverpool 
match comes round it 
might be all over. That 
would be the icing on the 
cake and it would be 
lovely if they had to give 
the Chelsea boys a guard 
of honour when they 
came onto the pitch. I’m 
sure they won’t want to 
do that!” 

Paul Lagan 


LOCAL SPORT FOR ALL 

WOULD you like to gain free publicity for your local sports club, organisation, college or school in 
LONDON WEEKLY NEWS? Do you manage or coach a team, or maybe you are a parent whose 
children participate? Football, cricket, swimming, rugby, hockey, badminton, athletics ... whatever 
sport you are involved in, let’s hear about it! 

Please get in touch with us here at LWN Sport with regular news updates, reports and photos (ideally, 
minimum 300 dpi resolution or 2MB camera setting for best results). 

We very much want to hear about our local competitors, so help us to help you. 

We are looking to extend our sports coverage in the near future, so your contributions are important. 
Email Tony McDonald: sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk Or call him on: 07711169 427. 

You can also follow or ‘tweet’ us on Twitter @LWNSport. 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

Friday, March 20 

FULHAM U21V Norwich City U21,7.00. 
Saturday, March 21 
CHELSEA U18 v Everton 
(League play-off game 2), 11.00. 

QPR U18 v Swansea City U18,11.00. 
Blackburn Rovers U18 v FULHAM U18,11.00. 
Huddersfield Town v FULHAM, 3.00. 

Sunday, March 22 

Hull City v CHELSEA, 4.00. 

CHELSEA U21 v Everton U21,12.00. 

QPR v Everton, 4.00. 

Monday, March 23 

Crewe Alexandra U21 v QPR U21,7.00. 
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ALL EYES ON 
LEAGUE TITLE 



The ugly side of football. Chelsea players surround Dutch referee Bjorn Kuipers after Oscar (on ground) was 
challenged by PSG's Zlatan Ibrahimovic during last week's tempestuous Champions League match at Stamford 
Bridge. Ibrahimovic was controversially shown the red card (TV replays suggested Oscar was more at fault) but 
despite being down to 10 men for an-hour-and-a-half, the French side twice came from behind to equalise and 
deserved great credit for going through on the away goals rule at the end of extra-time. At times they out- 
thought, out-fought and outplayed Blues. Both teams were strongly criticised in the media for trying to 
influence the officials. All in all, a dramatic but sad night for the game Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


C RASHING out of the Champions 
League will, in theory, make 
winning the Premier League title 
easier for Chelsea. 

With no FA Cup to clog up the fixture list either, 
Blues can now see an uncluttered, clear pathway 
between them and their first championship in five 
years. 

Make no mistake, drawing 2-2 at home to Paris St- 
Germain and bowing out of the Champions League as 
early as the last-16 round on goal difference last week 
has hit the ego of Jose Mourinho and his charges hard. 

It has also severely hit Chelsea's financial budget, 
with many millions lost in prize money. 

But, as ever, Mourinho re-emerges from the bitter 
disappointment to put a positive spin on proceedings. 

He retains the confidence of his squad and belief that 
they will bring the Premier League back to Stamford 
Bridge in the coming weeks. 

That task would have been greatly assisted had they 


• By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

taken three points on Sunday, at home to 
Southampton, but they could only manage a 1-1 draw. 
Diego Costa returned to the scoring charts for the first 
time since January 17 with a first-half strike but it was 
the only bright spot in the opening 45 minutes. 

The second-half was much improved but Blues faced 
a goalkeeper in Fraser Forster who was in inspired 
form, thwarting Chelsea with six stupendous saves. 

“I think we started well,” said Mourinho. “Their 
penalty changed the rest of the first half. The players 
felt it, we stopped playing and made a few mistakes. 
They scared us in a couple of dangerous counter¬ 
attacks. 

“In the second half, from the moment Ramires came 
on, we killed their counter-attack and after that we had 
complete control of the game. We created lots of 
chances to win the game but we didn’t.” 


Asked if the point was a 
good or bad thing in 
regard to final league 
position, he said: “There 
are two perspectives. One 
perspective is a draw at 
home to Southampton is 
not a good result. For me, 
that perspective is very 

acceptable, because I have this feeling. The second in one S ame ’ one P enalt y that is not a Penalty; in 
perspective is we had a lead of five points from another game, a penalty that was not given. So you are 
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second-placed Manchester City and now it’s six points 
with one less match to play. 

“I'm not happy with the result but I am with the six¬ 


speaking about six points but getting two. So the 
danger is always there. 

“If someone had told me in August that, at the end 


point lead. I’m not jumping with happiness and not of March - we ’ d be six P oints in front with a match in 
crying in disappointment. I have both these hand, I d have signed for that immediately. 


perspectives.” 

Mourinho feels that the race for the title is no longer 
a two-horse battle. “Of course Arsenal are seven points 
behind Chelsea and have one less match to play than 
ourselves. But I think both teams (City and Arsenal) 
are in the race.’ 


But was he not still disappointed, though? 

“I'm not happy with the result. I’m happy with the 
situation, the six-point lead. I'm really happy with that. 
But not with the draw.” 

Mourinho feared that his side were heading for 
another red card situation. Nemanja Matic had already 


But he concedes that the chasing managers would been awarded a yellow card for the penalty, was 
rather be in his place than theirs. “I keep saying our susceptible to the pace of the Southampton midfielders 
situation is much better. But it’s not easy, every match and c0ldd easily have got another. 


is difficult. 

“Remember our two matches against Southampton; 
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Whites lifted by Matt finish 


D ESPITE salvaging a late point in a 1-1 
draw at Sheffield Wednesday, Fulham 
actually slipped two points closer to 
the relegation zone. 

The gap between Whites, in 20th place, and 
Wigan Athletic, in the bottom three of the 
Championship, was six points before this 
Wednesday's (18th) home league clash with 
Leeds United. 

Matt Smith has now scored two goals in his 
three matches since being recalled from his loan 
spell with Bristol City and his 75th minute 
equaliser at Hillsborough may yet prove 
invaluable in their scramble to stay in the 
second tier. 

Both teams squandered a hatful of chances to 
win it on a bobbly pitch that was as lamentable 
as much of the wayward finishing on display. Of 
course, Johnny Haynes and co. played on much 
worse surfaces for most of the season 
throughout the 60s and rarely put a foot wrong. 

Fulham manager Kit Symons admitted his 
relief at seeing Smith find the bet from close 
range via the underside of the bar: "I was 
pleased to have got the goal in the end. 

"They were appealing for offside against Matt 


but I spoke to some of their guys afterwards and 
they were quite happy he was onside. 

"We knew about the state of the pitch coming 
into the match. I spoke to (Sheff Wed manager) 
Stuart Gray about it before the game and I said 
to our players that it's not an excuse. It's a factor 
and we needed to play on it accordingly but it's 
the same for both sides." 

Symons used subs Cauley Woodrow and Seko 
Fofana to replace Sean Kavanagh and Tim 
Hoogland as Whites chased the game and the 
attacking changes paid off. 

"We were a goal down away from home and 
we needed to get something out of it," said 
Symons. "So I had to make positive substitutions 
and act quite early. That's what we did and it 
paid off. It doesn't always work like that but 
luckily today it did." 

Fulham created several good openings after 
making it 1-1 and could have nicked all three 
points, although neither team deserved to win 
this scrappy, error-strewn encounter 

Symons threw Michael Turner, on loan from 
Norwich City, straight into his starting XI for his 
Fulham debut and was impressed with the 
centre-half's performance. 


"I brought him in to give us that bit of solidity 
and experience at the back,"explained Symons. 
"We have a lot of players without Championship 
experience. He talks and communicates well 
and leads that backline and I thought he did 
very well today. I was really pleased with his 
performance." 

Asked about media reports linking Ross 
McCormack with a move away from SW6, 
Symons gave the rumours short shrift: "There 
will always be interest in Ross, he's a very good 
player. But he won't be going anywhere and we 
certainly won't be letting him go out on loan, as 
was mooted in some areas of the press. 

"He's worked his socks off ever since he's been 
here and that's one of the reasons why our fans 
love him so much. He's a talented, quality player 
but he'll give you that work-rate as well, which is 
a great combination to have." 

Eight days in April, in which they face three 
fellow strugglers, could well save Fulham's 
season. Whites have home matches against 
Wigan Athletic and Rotherham United before 
visiting whipping boys Blackpool, who will 
almost certainly be relegated by then. 

Tony McDonald 


When that penalty is given you have to believe that 
the second yellow could come,” he said. 

“With fast players like Mane coming out of midfield, 
driving the ball, that could happen. If you remember 
Ramires’ red card against Villa (last season), obviously 
you are afraid of it.” 

Mourinho is confident that his players will respond 
to the Champions League exit in the right way in their 
remaining 10 Premier League matches. 

“We are not complacent,” he said. “It is something I 
cannot accuse my players of. I’m not afraid of that. I 
can be afraid of other things.” 

ONE man who has been associated with Chelsea 
for almost 40 years is Clive Walker. Oxford-born 
Walker, now a commentator and analyst for 
Chelsea TV, is a former Blues star. He broke into 
the first team when they were in the old second 
division in 1977-78. 

As a classic winger with blistering pace, Walker 
terrorised many an opposing full-back. In 198 games 
for the SW6 side he netted 60 times. 

No Chelsea fan of a certain vintage can forget a 
couple of sensational games he played against then 
European Cup holders Liverpool in the FA Cup. He 
hit a brace in the 4-2 win in 1978 and set up Colin 
Lee’s winner in 1982. 

He moved from Chelsea to Sunderland in 1984 and 
had an outstanding career, notching up almost 1,000 
league and cup matches, including spells with QPR 
(1986-87) and Fulham (1987-90). 

Watching Blues from the TV gantry over the years 
and having access to the inner sanctum of Stamford 
Bridge and the training ground at Cobham, Walker has 
a unique insight into how Chelsea operate. He is 
confident that this side has what it takes to win the title 
this season. 

“I'm totally confident Chelsea will win it,” he says. 
“They have gained another point over Man City 
(beaten 1-0 at Burnley) at the weekend and still have 
a game in hand. 

■ CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 
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